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Glow 
Program Notes:  

Written for the Canton Youth Symphony Orchestra, Glow is a fast paced, vibrant, and 
exciting attempt to capture the feelings of confidence and happiness we experience in our day 
to day lives. Through a list generated during my first meeting with the orchestra’s musicians, I 
sought to illustrate their “happy places” in one composite idea. Many of their suggestions 
alluded to the fall and winter seasons, contrasting my own love of warm and sunny weather. 
To illustrate both in one musical idea I focused on the words “glisten,” “gleam,” and “glow,” as I 
believe they have the unique ability to perfectly describe a fresh snow or a crisp autumn 
morning, as well as a summer sunrise or sunset. Below is a list of places, objects, 
characteristics, and ideas that the Canton Youth Symphony Orchestra musicians feel inspire 
confidence and peace for them: 

 

Santa Fe, NM Severance Hall Skiing on fresh powder Rainstorms 

Empty libraries The crunch of fall leaves The ocean Fresh morning frost 

Rocky beaches Busy city sounds Savannah, GA Quesadillas 

         Antiques A successful halftime performance         Friends Road trips 

Lemonade Seashells The smell of leather Crisp air 

Burn autumn colors S’mores Home movies The crunch of snow 

Peace A good book Long walks A smooth private lesson 

Old books Bright lights Lemonade Sandy beaches 

Solitude Colorful fall leaves Soft blankets Bright, sunny mornings 

Family Bonfires Neighborhood parks Colorful beach houses 

Hot chocolate Good music Family dinner Catching snowflakes 

Sweatshirts Sunsets Dog walks The first snow 
 

 A special thank you to the those working directly with the Canton Symphony Orchestra 
Composer Fellowship Program is due for creating a such a fantastic program that not only 
gives student composers the opportunity to work directly with such a high caliber orchestra, 
but helps to develop such composers professionally and musically. It is an honor to have been 
selected to work so closely with the professionals and students at CSO.   

Performance Notes:  

 Chords in harp should be played unbroken, or as block chords, unless it is specifically 
indicated through arpeggio notation that it is to be rolled.  

 

Duration: ca. 8:30. 
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I Spy… 
Program Notes:  

Composed for the Austin Children’s Choir during the COVID-19 Pandemic, I Spy… 
intends to bring laughter and lightheartedness back into rehearsal spaces. With the central 
focus of the work being the experience of the performers, I Spy… attempts to honor Texas’s 
famous Bu-cee’s, a haven of hope for many. Whether on a road trip with Bu-cee’s set as 
your final destination or stopping for gas along I-35, the Bu-cee’s experience is sacred and 
unique.   

 

I Spy… 
 

Forty more miles through Texas hills,  
forty more miles to go.  

Forty more miles to paradise,  
forty more miles we’ll roam!  

 
We’ve already played the license plate game,  

the alphabet game has run dry!  
Forty miles left on I-thirty-five,  

And all we have left is I Spy! I Spy!! 
 

I spy with my little eye  
something quick, cunning, clever,  

carefully calculating a way into that cooler! 
- I spy… 

- a coyote? 
- You got it! 

 
I spy with my little eye 

something pushing and pacing, down I-thirty-five,  
a brown and white feathered tracksuit zipping by, 

rushing, and racing, for her new record time,  
training for the next Turkey Trot!  

- Road runner?  
- Yes! 

 
Fourteen more miles…  

I spy with my little eye  
something sleek, slender, seething,  

slipping, sliding, sleeking, sneaking, swerping,  
hissing, slurking, squirming, worming!  

- Rattle snake? 
- Nailed it!  

 
I spy with my little eye 

something sweet, soft, and snuggly,  
with fuzzy little paws.  
Cute, calm, and cuddly, 

With sixteen sharp one-inch-long claws!  
- Bobcat?  
- Bingo!  

 
- Wow! We’re really good at this!  

- I know, right?  
 

Point five more miles…  
I spy!  

 
Perfect pearly whites proudly protruding.  

Big, bronze, beautiful beacons of hope!  
Passionate patrons plan pilgrimages, praying to park  

At Bu-cee’s: 
Clean, friendly, and in stock! 

 
 

 
Duration: ca. 5:00.  
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Ruffled Feathers  

 
Program Notes:  
 

Inspired by the 2021 College of Wooster Composition Department Nature Retreat 

and scored for woodwind quintet, Ruffled Feathers illustrates an unpredictable hike with 

friends at Spangler Memorial Park in spring. Featuring transcriptions of several bird songs 

and calls heard on our hike and in my hometown of Austin, Texas, the title Ruffled Feathers 
also alludes to two student composers engaged in a long-term romantic relationship that 

were present on our nature retreat who we quickly learned had a quite a habit of bickering. 

Publicly. And about absolutely anything. While one of my favorite parts of hiking has 

always been tackling a river crossing, I soon came to recognize not all hikers share this love 

as we completed seven river crossings during our retreat, each prompting a new argument 

for our lovebirds. As we progressed the spring birds became more outspoken, as if they 

were mocking the argumentative pair. Through unstable and unpredictable explorations of 

harmony and rhythm, Ruffled Feathers seeks to capture the unpredictability of hiking – 

perhaps a chipmunk will scurry out of a bush right in front of you, perhaps the natural 

bridge found at a river crossing is far less stable than it had initially appeared, or perhaps 

two of your classmates are unable to have a conversation without completely disagreeing 

in front of everybody else including your professors. While such bickering was a bit 

uncomfortable toward the beginning of our hike, we now look back at this day and laugh, 

excited for our next opportunity to hit the trails as a department.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duration: ca. 4:00. 
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An Irish Blessing 
Program Notes:  
 

Having performed this text arranged by Linda Spevacek alongside friends and 

role models throughout the beginning of my musical journey, this kind-spirited text 

holds a special place in my heart. Contrasting most settings of Irish Blessing, this 

high-energy work seeks to capture ways in which love and friendship can be 

experienced when wishing the best for someone. An Irish Blessing is dedicated to the 

strong and loving women who have guided me throughout my musical journey as I 

wish them the very best, including Megan Starkey, Dr. Michelle Herring Folta, Sarah 

Hirsch Mainwaring, Sylvia Casper, Toni Shreve (“The Fabulous”), Dr. Carrie Culver, 
Dr. Lisa Wong, and Dr. Josephine Wright.  

 
 

An Irish Blessing 
May the road rise up to meet you,  

May the wind be always 
 at your back, 

May the sun shine warm  
upon your face, 

May rain fall softly  
on your fields, 

Until we meet again,  
May God hold you 

 in the Palm of His hand. 
 
 
 

 
 

Duration: ca. 6:30 
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