






Diggingfor goldDown Under
JoshPantesco

Staff Writer

The world has anticipated the
start of the Olympics for some
time, and they are finally here,
with openingceremonieson Sept
15 in Sydney, Australia. This
year's Olympic games have
alreadysurvived much controver-
sy: the IOC Salt Lake City scan-

dal; the ticket lottery that provid-
ed a suspicious number of VIPs
with great seatsand the removal
of a Greek-Australi-an girl from
the torch relay to make room for
the daughter of an IOC leader.
The Olympics, however,havesur-

vived Hitler, drug scandals and
boycotts, and the record 200
teams competing this year are
primedfor action.

The sports to" watch for in
Sydney: ,

Diving. The greatestrivalry is
betweenChina'sTian Liang and
Russia's Dmitry Sautin on the
platform. The contenders have
tradedfirst place at major compe-
titions over the last two years.
The USA's Laura Wilkinson is
America's best hope for gold
despite breaking three bones in
her foot before trials.

Cycling. At the first-ev- er

cycling time trial event in Atlanta
in 1996, Lance Armstrong fin-

ished sixth, unaware that cancer
was spreading from his testicles

throughouthis body. He stageda
comebackafter undergoingbrain
surgery, despite the fact that
chemotherapy had completely
stripped his body of all muscle.
His aerobic system was intact,
however, and expert physicians
rebuilt his body. After demolish-
ing the competition in the 1999
and 2000 Tours de France, he
hopesto cruise to victory.

Gymnastics. Russia hopes to
repeattheir World Championship
performance and gather five
golds, behind Aleksei Nemov, a

; dual gold medalist, and Svetlana
Khorkina, who won four. They
havebeenpracticing intensely for
the last threeweeksin Sydneyand
are prepared for the US and
China. Blaine Wilson is shooting
for America's first ever all-arou-nd

gold. ,
Swimming. The US team

should challenge the Aussies, for
whom swimming is a national
obsession. There has been trash
talking on both sides, started by
the US teamselling shirts at trials
that read "Kangaroo It's what's
for dinner." Gary Hall, a sprinter
poised for gold, said the US
would smashAustralia "like gui-- --

tars." Dual gold medalist Kieren
Perkinscalled Hall a "drug cheat."
Nonetheless, 17-year--

old Aussie
Ian "Thorpedeo" ; Thorpe, the
world record-hold- er in the 200
and 400 freestyle, has the poten--
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tial to win threegoldsandbecome
the bestmiddle distancefreestyler
ever, DanaTorres (US) is trying
to becom ',': i i st-ev- er swimmer
to win ft ur juTercnt Olympics,
following victories in the 1984,
1988 and 1992 games.

TrackandField. The US team
of Michael Johnson (200m,
400m), Maurice Greene (100m),
and Marion Jones (4 sprints,
jump) is considered the greatest
group of sprinters ever assem-
bled. Cathy Freeman is
Australia's human interest story:
she is an Aboriginal athlete from
the host country, where aborig--'
ines areoften denied rights. She
is not running for political rea-

sons,however; she is Australia's
besthopefor gold (400m) and for
bringing attention to equal rights
in her country. Sheplans to wear
theAboriginal flag if shewins.

Boxing. Cuban Felix Savon
was offered $10 million by Don
King to fight Mike Tyson, but he
wasn'tallowed to leavethe coun-
try. He probably would havewon
that match, and this will be his
third gold if all goeswell.

In othersports,both theUSA men's
and women's basketballteamsprom-

ise not to lose a game; the US
women's soccer team hopes to fend
off Norway and China in opening
roundsto repeattheir 1996World Cup
performance and Terry Brands
hopesto reverselast year'scrush-
ing decision in the finals to win
the 128 pound wrestling title. -

And the new sports include:
synchronizeddiving, like in The
BasketballDiaries' (no joke) and
triathlon (you can'tbeatwatching
peoplethrow up). '

Some of the most interesting
newsthis year so far hasbeenthe
torch relay. Most recently,a man
got past security during the relay,
grabbed the torch and attempted
to throw it in the sea and put it
out In July, a teen tried to grab
the torch, and last month a high
school student tried to put it out
with a fire extinguisher when it
went through his school. And
another fact: Australian slang for
penis is "root" The Canadian
national team is, interestingly,
sponsoredby the brand "Roots."
Canada doesn't find this very
funny, but the Aussiesand every-
one elsedoes.
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Sports
Women's soccer goes 3

,

Lesley Hankin '04 escapes her

Erica Barnhill
Sports Editor

Sometimes there really is no
place like home.

After giving up two games in a
row on the road, the Women's
soocer team returned to the

""friendly confines of Carl Dale
Memorial Field last weekend
trying to turn their nascent
season around.

The change of scenery worked;
the Scots recorded two shutouts
and will ride a three-gam- e win-

ning streak into their NCAC open-

er at Earlham on Saturday.
The turnaround began last

Friday afternoon in the Scots
home opener. Following a
pregame memorial to commemo-

rate the February death of team-

mate Christine Hulke '02,
Wooster took 'the field against
John Carroll hoping to recoup
their preseason hopes.

The first period was scoreless.
Both teams scuffled back and
forth with little to show for their
efforts. The second half looked to .

Editors: Erica Barnhill & Ann Raymond

Photo By Amelia Kays

mark, finding the back of the net.

be more of the same until Beth
Hemminger '03 broke the tie with
a penalty kick. The Scots didn't
hold their 1-- 0 lead for iong; they

. added to it less than ten minutes
later when Stephanie Hulke '02
sent a pass flying to Emily Cole
'01, who headed it into the net for
the goal. '

.

The Blue Streaks mounted a
comeback attempt a minute
later, getting a' shot past
Wooster keeper Adrienne Walts :.

'03,. who saved eight in the con-

test. .
'

The Scots tacked on some
insurance when Lesley Hankin
'04 zipped a pass to Cole, who
fired it into the net for her second
goal of the match, taking the final
score to 3-- 1.

The home field advantage
.continued to' work well for the
Scots on Sunday, as Wooster
produced a 3-- 0 ' shutout of
Carthage College. Once again,
the teams went into the locker
room tied at zero.

Hemminger, though, took

lit

-0 at home
advantage of weaknesses in the
Lady Red defense and put togeth-

er two goals early in the second
period to give Wooster a 2-- 0

advantage. The first was an unas-

sisted header and the second came
courtesy of a crossing pass assist
from Hulke. .

The Scots gained some breath-

ing room when Lealynd Pazderak
01 took a feed from Cole and

buried it in the back of the net in
the gamers waning minutes bring-

ing the final score to 3-- 0. Nicole
Roman '03 grabbed her second
win in the net with eight saves on
the day.

Wooster added to the win col-

umn in Tuesday's contest against
Mount Union. Once again Cole
came up big for the Scots,
drawing first blood early in
the first half off an assist from
Hulke (her fourth on the cam-

paign) to give Wooster a 1- -0

advantage.
In the final minutes of the peri-

od, Hankin connected off a penal-

ty kick to push the Scots lead to 2-- 0.

Walts was in the net for Wooster
and booked eight saves in her first

. shutout of the year.
The home stand was good to

them, but the Scots must face the
prospect of hitting the road again
on Saturday when they take on
conference foe Earlham. That
matchup leads off another
three-gam- e . road " trip for
Wooster.

Head Coach David Brown char-

acterized the Earlham match as a
"tough game," and said, "Against
Earlham, we need to be ready for
a battle. We have outplayed them
and not won in the last few-year-s.

We need to be ready to win the
battle of work-rat- e and inten-sity- ."

' '
.-

-

The Scots take a 4--2 record into
the match with the Quakers.
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Football
"

,', . - Volleyball 'r;
Sept. 16 Grove City r Men's Soccer Sept. 16 Tiffin (at Defiance) Field Hockey Cross Country

Sept. 16 at Earlham Sept. 16 at Defiance Sept. 16 Kenyon Sept. 16 at GLCA ,

Women 's Soccer Sept. 20 Kenyon . Sept. 18 Malone Sept. 20 Ohio Wesleyan ;
. Championships

Sept. 16 at Earlham Sept. 20 at Kenyon
. . (Gambien Ohio)

12
Editor: Ben Mitchell

:

1'iLE r::o"io
ball pjst the dfc

. a r ' ! to ci.t t'.e
1 ! : ;

'

" !";''' --

. M -- .: : 1 Lis
1 .

-- .1


