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wise a preceptress. Please tell me about some of Kate’s
love affairs, for I am convinced she was just the kind of
girl to have a host of admirers.

Your Loving

NIECE.




TWENTY-SIXTH LETTER.

ROOF CIVILITIES, AND FAMILIAR CORRESPONDENCE,
My Dear Nieck :—

The manner of obsurving New Year's Day is ¢
different now from what it was

have been writing. The custom then prevailed of receiv-
ing calls from all male acquaintances
that is no longer practised in large cities. Only relatives
and intimate friends are expected nowadays,
towns and country places, w

Juite
at the time of which I

» a prolonged process

In small
here one’s circle is not large,
the courtesies of New Year's Day are too agreeable to be
relinquished, for every one feels the charn
ing sincere good wishes upon
year,

1 of interchang-
the initial day of the

Never spread an elaborate table on such an occasion,

Hot douillon and sandwiches, coffee and cake, or, per-

haps, a salad or creamed oysters, are sufficient, The
table should be tastefully arranged in one corner or at
the end of the parlor, but if there is a small room open-
ing off the parlor it may be utilized to advantage. When
a young lady receives on New Year's Day, she should be
chaperoned by a friend older than herself ; if other friends
of her own age are present, better entertainment can be
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afforded the visitors and some of the responsibilities of
serving refreshments, etc., can be divided.

I shall not attempt to tell you how Kate and I spent
the day, as there was little that would interest you in our
experiences with the number of men who offered congrat-
ulations and good wishes to us. Many of them were pre-
sented to me by John for the first time ; for it is custom-
ary, wherever New Year's calls are received, for a man to
spend the first New Year’s Day after his marriage at his
own home and receive visitors with his wife. It is his
opportunity for making his acquaintances and friends
known to her—at least, such of them as do not care to go
into society.

It was after New Year's and its delightful interchange
of courtesies that I learned quite incidentally about some
of Kate's methods of amusing herself, and also something
of her undisciplined temper. She had a large correspond-
ence, but I had not manifested any curiosity as to its
nature, although I had a right to do so since her father
placed her under my care. It is discourteous to read the
address upon an out-going letter and ill-mannered to
scrutinize an incoming one addressed to another person ;
and it had not occurred to me to ask about her letters, so
young was I and so unfamiliar with that supervision
which it was my duty to assume, at least in a mild form.
But a new sense of my responsibility came over me one
morning as she sat with an open letter in her hands
and a look of perplexity upon her usually happy face.

“ What is it, Kate, that troubles you?” said 1. “If I
can help you in any way, pray tell me at once.”

She was startled and confused at first, but after a
moment's silence, she replied, with a reserve that
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. ing—at least, not
amounted to equivocation: It is nothing e
ountec -quivacatio : ohla
abhout » though
much, and you needn’t trouble about it U 1 h LL' no right to
Ch, ¢ ity wavs a oirl has 5
sure but according to your city ways a b.t@mu the super-
keep secrets from her chaperon. I 2pp I st gk
o : rer me—for the most p:
Rk ave exercised over me—i 3 s |
Vision you have exerc : about my letters
and I thank you very much for it : but ‘lbc_ul \.‘.”.“-i[hmil
' SRR =, otection and eve
am sure I can get on without protectic
Watching,” at last ofensive
Her eyes flashed as she pronounced that I -l]‘_.(l S
et > : s ill-concesz E
word and awaited the effect of the ill-c J[ d feelings I
: . 4 1 >
but in spite of my indignation and \\r;ull]r. S
SR o ; p o 38
Steadied my voice to say: “ Pardon the g mil leave you
< ; = el . - R
s z . e Wl cave Yy
your face; it was quite 1111'.nlunlu_m.tl. I chats OF miad
rtunate state
alone with your Jetter and the 1I11t'”!u|ll d the door as I
. % - ras walkineg towarc
it has brought you." I was walking
saic this, and it ¢l
Kate haqg

»sed upon the last w”rd.. 1 never been
a quick temper which '\.]u.: ]m; \rr:-nn-.-']n!:ootl,
taught tq vestrain, Up to the very dawn U relieved her
B s afterward learned, she had said whatever

fuclin_'-:,s whe ies she had not considered
beyond hearing. Fine courtesies s & I]-d not know that
ntcessnt'y for daily domestic use. She (-I:b”.mspeﬁ never
Cultured People with any pretence m_b:. btless saw no
quarrel whep (hey are offended, and Shl-; : U: outburst of
réason why she dshuulr_l not indulge I”,flfl.k\(iut’.l]:[\/ the
“hser when she felt Jike it.  Besides, as is ;
case with ill.by

deemed

s Were
ricde ‘angers wel
n she was annoyed, provided strang

: v temper and
ed girls, she was proud of her temj 30
1 girls, she was HEE T
t an evidence of force of Lh.l;mn\won“ =
. arep 0 De 5
apologize eyey When she knew herself t vinds to compel
.y - N et n & ;
Constdered it 5 triumph over \\L‘ll\(_.T] Eg i
iness. Such girls S¢ 1
to her haughtiness. i ool
: ivilities with
an exchange of ordinary civilities w I

submission
withhold
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