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SPETITIONE

E PROTESTATION

of the County of KENT:

28 Pref'ented the 30* of Auguft, 1642.
to the Honorable HOu('es of PARLIAMENT
By Sir JOHN SIDLET Km%ht, with
many thoufands of hands thereun

535858

Petition fent to His Majeftie, contrived by a few malevolent,
ambitious and loofe perfons, and their reall affections
to KING and PARLIAMENT.

Together with Sir Jobn Sidleys Speechupon the pre-
fenting of the faid Petition,

§ Alfo, the Anfwer of the Houfe of Commons to the

E Wherein they difclaim that late,bold,and unexampled

§53%

{aid Petition delivered by their S P E 4 K E R,

d:red by the Commons in Parliament, That thefe Petitions

e fort Wu‘b Printed and publifped :
H. Elfynge, Cler. Parl. D. Com.

London, Printed by Luxe NorTON and Jorn Fis Lp’
for E.Hmbandand 7.F ranck,and are to be {old at their fhops
in the Middle-Temple,and next door to the Kings-head
in Flect&rcct September 3. 16 42.
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som bl (3 Die Martis 30 Augulti, 1642, O O
" He Honfe being, informed that dsvers Well-affetted Gentles

men of Kent Were atr the door to prefent to this Houfe an
bumble Petition they were called iny Ard Sir John Sidley in the

3

name of the reft; [pake 10 shys effeét folloWing: - .

L 8 N e, D e i e A
1. J Am intrufted by the well-affe&ed Gentry,and 3
Commons of Kent | to prefent their humble de- f

=7 fires; and faithfull Refolurions; in a Petitionto :
this Honorable Houfe. !

. 2.7 ThisPetition comes guided hither with as many !
hedrrsas hands; It is like 2 coat without feame; it hath y
no fubtill'difguifed Preamble to it ; it is all of a piece,
fpeaking plain language, yet full of loyalty, and obe- ]
dience to His Majefty and the Parliament. . o |
¢ 3. This Peticion s more confiderable then any that !
hath been prefented from this County, coming not
onely from that part of the Gentry who are-exceed- 3
ingly well-affe&ted to. the true Religion, and their f
Country , but embraced with fuch a unanimous con- |
fent of the intire body, of the Commonalty, as that 4
cach man contefted for the firft fubfcriptionto it.

4- -The Commons of Kexst are very deeply fenfible ;

of the.:many injuries done them by feverall Petitions, !
efpecially by that Jate unexampled bold one to His ‘
Majeftie, falfly afluming to it the Votes of the whole ¥
County ; whereas indeed, it was contrived by a fow {
malevolent and ambitious {pirits only, and wholly dif- "5

claimedef the Comamons,and was {ub{cribed by divers
Vol A 2 Ic Of ¢
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loofe and diffolute perfons. Thiswas growing to 2
dangerous Impofthume (having gathered the moftof
its corruption about the Townof Maydi?one) had not
the Parliament timely obferved it; and spplyed that
feafonable remedy, fending down the late Froops of
Horfe to launch the fore , thereby preventing all fur'f
ther or future ulceration: ‘For which vigilant carc 0

theirs thusto preferve the whole body, the Cominons
have defired me to return their moft humble 3“?‘
gratefull acknowledgement to this Honorable Houfe:

SN e .m%'m% ; 'c:‘“‘-y\"
To the Honorable, the Knights,

Cirizens and Burgeffes now affembled inthe
high Court of Parliament :

The bumble Petition and Proteftation of tbe Kightts
Gentlemen, and Commons of the (Connty of Kents. -

SHEWETH,

Hat the feare of mifapprehenfions and miﬁ?".;
derftandirigs of our duties and refpe&s to thi

™" Houft, is thar which emboldens us humbly t©
prefent our affeGtions and proteftations.

And firft, with all poffible thanks for your gredt

care and Refolution in the well difcharge of your pub-

lick truft, which with fo much oppofition to yOf!f :
never read or heard of in former times) you have h‘;fv.
therto undertaken andencountred, with the hazard @

fome of your Lives and Fortunes.

Andwedo all moft confidently believe; and m‘}f};
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joy in the thought of it (( ngtwith&anding the mifre-
prefentation of your A&ions by feme ill-affectedto
publick good for private ends) thatall your A&ions
and endeavours have aymed at the maintenance of the
Proteftant Religion, the prefervation of the Kings
Perfon, the Rights and Priviledgesof Parliament, and
the Liberties of the Subject, according to the late Pro~
teftation commended to us.

And that theré ‘'may ot appear of any fayler inour
duties and refpets to you, Wethe Knights, Gentle-
men, and Commons of the County aforefaid, Do
humbly prefent this Proteftation ; That to our ut-
moft powers and endeavours, and with the hazard of
allthat is neer and deer unte us inour lives and eftares,
we fhall and willmaintain, Fréfefve, and defendsthe
Rights and Priviledges of Parliament, and the full au-
thority thereof, the Kings Perfon, the Proteftant Re-
ligion, and the Liberties of the Subje&t.

And we humbly defire thar all ill-affected perfons
oppofite hereunto, by the power and jufticé of this
Houfe, may 'receive fuch a degree of punithment, as
thofe that are profeffed enemies to the true Religion,
the peace and profperity of this Kingdom. Tl

And we humbly pray God (whom we infinitely
praife and thank for his bleffings hitherto, yourendea-
vours manifefted inthe happy fettlement of peace be-
twixt us and our Ncighbour Nation, and inthe pre--
fervation of fome of your Members from apparent
dangers) that thofe mifts of mifunderftandings )
tedby perfons ill-affected to our publick peace 8¢ reli-
gien, and now interpofing betwixt His Majefties grace
and goodnefle to you, and your dutiesto. Him (hinder-

ing
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ing thofe fwcet'inﬂuenccsg v?zllicll otherwife inagreat
meafure by-2ll probability wouldihave a free: paflage
betwixe: His Majeftie and vou’) by, your great wif=
doms may be fo difpel’d ‘and taken away, thata cleer
and right underftanding might be had of your A&ions
and Iotentions to His Majefti¢ and this Kingdom: And
this (Gotbwotking inliissMajeftiés heart an inclinat1~
on thereunto ) we are confident will fpeedily render 2

great propotrion of huppinefle to His Majeftie, your
felvesand the reft of this Kingdome Lan sl

o which (ball-be tée‘p'mjers oﬁ &

Tothe ‘Right - Honotrable, the
.. Commons” Houfe of Parliament:
The bumble Petition of the Knights, -Gentlemen ,
and (‘ammom, of fbe County of Kent. .

7 E yourhumbleand faithfull Petitionersin-
\/ /' habitingthe Countie of :Kent, being deeply
{fenfible of the many miferies whichthefe ca-

lamitous times (hotwithftanding your great carcand
vigilan¢e'to prevent the fime) are likely to produce,
wherein His gratious Majeftie,fediced by the malevo-
lent ‘Councell of an ill~affetted party of Malignants
and Cavaliers, the Proteftarit Relig'ion, His Roysﬂ
Perfonand: Honouty the Priviledge of Parlianenty
& the Subjects Liberty arethréatned withtoo too2p”
parent’bazard and fuine, towards the fupport of whiclsy

yourPetitioners according to the duty of loyal {ubj elts,
and good @liriftians;are noronly willing £6 contribut®
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(2)
their beft withes & Votes, bur,even the usmioft of sheir
endeayours,both withrtheir lives & fortunes, for the re-
deeming of His Majeftie from fuch.hands, and our Re~
ligion & Liberty from fuch peril and danger; But may'
it pleafe chis hororable Houle to confider; that the Pe-
titioners: apprehend themfelves-in a cohcf_iniomang po-
fture nothing futable to this their Refolution,being de-
prived and left naked by the. taking our .Arms from us
inthe late expedition for Scatfasd s, Ve therefore be-
feech youn provident, care.to. impower-us with fuch
a proportion of Ammunition and:Armsto be maga-
zin'd in thele parts, whereby we may be enabledto
manifeft, our affuctionsand .obedience. tor the Com-
mand of King and Parliament, both fonthe purfuance
of the aforefaid intentions, and: oppefition of all ille-
gallinfringementsofour Layws and; Liberties, fuch as
the Commiffion.of Array, wherewith. we are atthis
time threatned, and what other of thejike nature and

iPpil 2

condition foever, thall be hereafrer obtruded. upon us,

Andyour Petitioners [ball be bound, &e. -

W’m sdifWer -of the H&]&)&' (,"'mnrmm-'l;‘f sd'ehé Pesivions of -tha

- Rtightss Genslemer, qni\Commons of the Comnty of Keut, pre-

ﬁaxglg:go of Augull, 1642, delivered by.their Speaker.
GENTEEMEN, 117} Lo : !

Am’commanded by, the Houfe 10 Jet you, know,
iThatinis no {mall farisfaction and, cosrenement to
ﬂi@él’iéuﬁ’,t@ find the affectips & refolytions ofyous
-ounty,exprefled to them fo feafonably and o worthy
of your felves,as they now receivethem in thefe Petiti-
ons s cfpecially obferving'the many fubtill pra&ifes
that have bin ¢t on foor under the name of that Coun-
ty,
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.~ fo work inthis Houfe 2 contrary opinion of yous
from which you have now fo well and fully vindicate
your felves and them.
 ‘Nor can we but obferve,that at this time,when con-
trary to the Fundamentall ‘Conftitution of this Go-
vernment , both Houfes of Parliament, and the whole
KinEdom in them reprefented,are by the feducement of
wicked Councell, proclaimed Traytors,(a thing untill
¢his titne unheard of) you dowith fo much zeal and
refolution, offet’ your felves, your lives and fortunes,
to fupport your Religionand Liberty, your Countrys,
King and Parliament, all gow in imminent danger O
utter ruine.For which;the Houfe hath commanded me
to return you their moft hearty thanks. And touching
thofe Malignant and ill-affe6ted perfons, whereof you
have in your Petition given a generall charaéter, and 10
particular prefented a Lift of fome of them ; This
Houfe doth affure’'you, That they will, according to
your defires, proceed againft chem with'all expedition
and feverity. ‘

And concerning your defires for a fupply of Am-
munition ahd 'Arms for the defence of your Countys
fuch hath been the care of both Houfes in that particu-
lar,and for the generall fecurity and peace hereof, That
they have already granted full power and Inftruétions
to 2 Committeesand the DepuryLieutenants appoint-
ed by them for your County, to take a courfe therei
which they doubt net will give you ample fatisfadtions

FINTIS.
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