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HI1S MAJESTIES

DECLARATION

To all His Leving Subjetts, concern-
ing the Treafonable (onfpiracy a-
ainft Hus Sacred Perfon and Go-
yernment, lately Difcovered : Ap-
pointed to be Read in all Cburcbi.r
and (Chappels within this Kipgdom.

CHARLES R.

i T hath been Our Obferva-
. tion That for feveral
% Years laft paft, a Malevo-
& lent Party hath made ic
B Saleae cheir Bufinefs to Promote
Sedition by Falfe News, Libellous Pam-
phlets, and other wicked Arts; whereby
they Endeavoured not only to Render
Our Government Odious, and Cur moft
Faithful Subjects Sufpected to the Peo-
ple, but even to Incite them to a Diflike
and Hatred of Our Royal Perfon:
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Whereupon it was evident tolds, That
the Heads of .thjs Rarty, could have noo-
ther Aimy but the Ruide of Us- and Ouy
Government,

And whilft by Our utmoft-Care, We
Manifefted to all Qur Subjects Our Zeal
for the Maintenance of the Proteftant
Religion, and Qur Refolutions to Govern

2cc0rding to.Law ;- It was a great Trou-

ble to Us to fiad, That Ewil Perfoas by
Mifreprefenting Our Aétions tothe Peo-
ple, fhould fo far Infinuare themfelves in-
to the Affections of the itveaker Soit; as
that they looked upon Them‘as the ‘on
Patriots and Affertors of cheir Religion
and Liberties, and gave themfelves upfen-
tirely to their Conduét. PRy YRR
As their Numbers increafed ; fo did
their Boldnefs, to that height, That by
often fhewing themfelves in Tumults and
Riots, and Unlawful and Seditious Conr
venticles, They not only Engaged; buc
Proclaimed an Impunity to their owa
Party, who thought themfelves already
100




(5)
too ftrong for the Laws; and they feemed
o' believe, “That in'afhore time they
fhould“gain ‘upon the People, fo'as to
per{wade theni to 2 rotal Defeétion from
the Government. '
v But'iepleafed God, by thefe cheir Vio-
Yerit Ways; to Open the Eyes of Our'good
Subjeéts, Wno ealily Forefaw what Trou-
bles thefe Méthods would Produce ; And
chiétenpon with great Courage as well as
Puity #nd  Affedion towards Us, uponall
Occalions did Maniteft -their Refolution
and Readinefs in Defence of Our Perfon,
4nd (Support of Our Government and
thé Religion Fftablifhed ¢ ' And/did like-
wife Convince the Common People of
the Villarfous Defigns of their Factious
Téaders, and the Miferies that would be-
fal'theém in puruing fuch Courfes:

By thefe means the Fatious Party loft
Ground daily, and finding that it wasim-
poffible o keep up the Spirits “of their
Followers, -againft the Religion E (tablifl-
€dy and’the Laws 3 whilft we were Stea-

dy




dy in the Maintenance and Execution of

them, became Defperate, and Refolved

notto Truft any longer to the flow Me-

thods of Sedition, but to betake them-
felves to Arms; not doubting, but that
they remained flill ftrong enough by
Force to Overturn the Government
which they could not Undermine.

It is hard to imagine how men of fo
many different Interefts and Opinions,
could joyn in any Enterprize; but it 1s
certain, They readily Concurred in the
Refolution of taking Arms to Deftroy
the Government, even before theyhad
Agreed what to fot up in the placeot it

To which purpofe, they took feveral
Ways; For, whilft fome were Contriving
a General Infurre&ion in this Kingdom,
and likewife in' Seotland 3, Others  were
Con{piring to Affaffinate Our Royal Per-
fon, and Our Deareft Brother , and to
Maffacre the Magiftrates of Our City of
London, and Our Officers of State, That
there might be no Appearance of Go-
vernmen,




(7)
yetnment, nor any Means for Our Sub-
jects to Unite for their Defence.

In cafe it had pleafed God to permit
thefe wicked Defigns to have taken Ef-
fect, There could have been. nothing in
Profpect but Confufion: For, inftead of
the Reformation they precended , theix
Succefs would have produced Divifions,
and Wars among themfelves, until the
Predominant Party could have Enflaved
the reft, and the whole Kingdom..

But the Divine Providence, which hath
preferved Us through the whole Courfe of
Our life, hath at thistime in an Extraoxdir
nary manner, (hewed it felf in the Won-
derful and Gracious Deliverance of: Us
and Our Deareft Brother, and: all Our
Loyal Subjects from this Horrid and
Damnable Confpiracys

Asit is therefore Our defire that 2all
Our Loving Subjects fhould joyn with Us
in giving Thanks to Almighty God for
this Mercy, fo We thought 1t necellary

they {hould be now. in {ome meafure In-
| formed:
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* formed of the Faét as it hatk beéfi-Difto-
vered to Us by undéubted Proof; and the
Confeflion of divers'of the Aceomplices
in this Confpiracy ; whereof, ehougl We
have fot as” yer pérfectly Traced all che
Particulars, the - Principal and main | 'De*
figns of it neverthelefs, have appearedto
be ‘a5 followeth. i * : e

About tlie ‘beginning of © October 1afk;
when the Heads of the Fa&ion faw the
Magiftracy of Our City of Londin Setcled
in Perfons of Loyal Principles, “théy  be-
-came impatient, ahd fell immiediately vo
Confule of Rifing in Arms; for whith
fome thought their Party (o well prepa-
red, thatthey could ‘not fail of ‘artainiag
their ends whenever they fhould break
out into open force.

Whereupon there was'a Meeting of
fome of the Principal - Confpirators, to
Agree about the beft meards to Mafker
Our Guards, and to Seize Our Perfons
but upon Confideration, they found it re-
ceflary to prepare their Friends ia‘the I¢=
ver




035) as

veral Counties, as 2al(6 the Difaffe&ed
Party in Scotland to joyn with them, witch-
outwhich] any Ateemptin Oir {aid City,
or upon) Qe [ Guards, appeared too rafh
to- be undertaken ; fo that they laid afide
theathoughts of ‘2 prefent Rifing, and di-
fpofed ghémfelvesta find, by a Corréfpoit-
denice with Scotland, and’ with feveral pares
of this Our Kingdom, how far they might
bevAflifted by ‘a @eneral Infariéction, (0
that they might' ‘ot in Homan ‘probabili:
ty fail of Succefs.

- WHilf this firft Defign was Forming,
fome Villains were ‘likewife'carrying’ of
that Horrid atid  Execrable Plot' of A3
finating 'Our ‘Royal Perfon, and Out
Deareft - Brotlier, in' Our' coming froni
Newmarket, and Moty was depofited fot
tﬁatr'pu;pofer* Bae by the fhorenefs of ‘the
tite' (Webeing thén immediately l}FOﬁ
Our Regurd ) and for want of neceflary
Preparations, they” were forced to defer
the/ Exeguvionof it tll' further Opportu-
fitg, . o101 | |
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It was then propofed among them;
Whether - they  fhould . Attempt - the
fame at Our next going to Newmarket';
in March laft? But {ome objedted; That
Our Guards which ufually remain Here
fome time, after Our, Departure, would
be capable of making a great Oppofition
upon the Arrival of the News. For
which Reafon, and becaufe they were
not then in a fufficient Readinefs; It was

Agreed to be done at Quy Return  from
Newmarket. ;

The Place Appointed was the Houfe
of one Richard Rumhold aMaltfter; called
the R ye, near Hoddefdon in; the County of
Hertford: And it was Refolved ; That
Forty Perfons in number, who were to be
Aéors in this Aflaffination., underthé
Cammand of the {aid Richard Rumbold's
fhould hide themfelves in or, near:the
faid Houle; And when Our Coach
{hould  come over again(t -them 5 thefl
Three or Four were to Shoot ‘with Blun=
derbuffes at the Poftilion and Horles : an;lf
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if they {fhould fail of killing the Horfes,
fome were to be ready in the way, who
in the Habic of Labourers fhonld Turn
a Cart crofs the Paflage; and fo ftop Our
Coach. Orthers-were appointed o Shoot
1into the Coach , where Our Royal Per-
{fon, and Qur Deaieft Brother were to

be.:. Others. to Fire upon the Guards that
{hould. be theén Attending Us.  And it

‘was furcher Refolved , That upon the

fame Day , Many Lords , and other Per-
fons of . Quality, whom they fuppofed fa-
vourable to their Defign, {hould be In-
vited to Dine in Qur City of London,
That they might be the more ready to
Appear, -among: - the , Citizens  upoa
Arrival of the News. The Actors in
the faid Affaffination having Contrived
the manner of their Efcape, by a nearer
Paffage than the ufual Roads; Bywhich
means they. hoped to get to London as foon

as the News could be brought thither.
They thought it would be Eafie up-
on their Perpetrating this Horrid Fact,. co
B 2 poflefs




(a2)
poflefs themfelves of 'the ‘Govertimeént,
prefuming upon the Nambers of the
Difaffeéted. _ L

But left the Blacknels of ' fuch®-dn
Adtion rmight Deter ‘any from joyning
wich themi , They Prepared to Palliate
it, asfar as they could; by fome Remon-
ftrancd, or Declaration ;: which “was rea~
dy to be Prinred and Difpetfed in thar
Confufion; to Amufe the People. And
left Our Officers. of State, and the Magi-
ftrates of Our faid City, with the Militis
thereof] and. other' Our Loyal Subjedts,
{hould be'able to put fome Stop to their
Carteir, They Refolved to follow this
Blow with a2 Maflacte; whetein they
particularly Defigned  for immediate
Slaughter , Our Officers of State, the
Prefent Lord Mayor, and Shetiffs; and the

Magifttacy of Our City, and other Our

Subjects that had been moft Eminent for
their Loyalty. |
But it pleafed Almighty Geod,by His
wondesful Providence, To Defeat thefe
» Councels

e -
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Couticels by ' the fudden Fire at N
tharket', Wwhich ~ neceflitated Otir Retutn
from thence before thie time¢ Wehad Ap-

Poinced.

" Yet chefe Villains wete not thereby
difcouraged ‘from Purfuing  ‘the fame
Blotidy Defigh, but Relolved to take the
hift Opporcunity for Effecting the fame,
and’propofed.to ,thérrf[‘eive,é, "hat it might
be done, either in Our Paffage fromi’ Wand-

Jor 'to Hampton Cowrt , OF in Our Journey

v6 Wirtheffer, or When We'thould go - by
Watet th Out Barge ; ot tindei Bedford
Garden Wall, as We fhould pafs chat way,
bt 4t thé Bull Feaft, which Was.to be w
Red-Lyon-Fields ; they being 'inﬁ)rmé({,;
Thae We and Our Deareft. Brothei had
Intentions of coming thithet. .

And that they might be the better pré-
pated; when thete fhould be occaftony by
having 2 ceitain Number of Arms, lying
ahways teady for that Purpofe ; Arms for
Forty Men were befpoke in all hafte
(vizt:) Thircy Carbines with Belts and

Swivelsy




Swivels, Thirty Cales of Piftols, and Ten
Blunderbufles , which were accordingly
Made and Paid for. |

And for the more eafie Drawing, their
Party together againftthe time of Exe-
cution, they Contrived to Divide Our
Cities of London and Weftminfter, and the
Suburbs, into Twenty Parts 5 from each
of which they expected Five hundred
men to be rea.c?;r' at the firft Onfet; And
fome Agitators were to give an Account
of the men to be furnifhed in each Di-
vifion, and to give out ,Orders to them,
as there fhould be occafion.

And to the end the Forces they {hould
Raife might be the fooner Modelled in-
to the Form of an Army, there were One
hundred Old Officers, who had been En-
gaged in the late Rebellion, ready in
Town to take the Command of.  them;
In the purfuit of which Project they con-
tinued,till they knew that a Difcovery had
been made unto Us.

' During
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During all this time, the Principal
Confpirators were Managing their other
Defign for ‘2'General Infurrection in both
Kingdomes.

The late Earl of Shaftsbury, who had at
firft Prefled them  to' fudden Rifing ,
which ' he would have -had before the
Seventeenth of November 1aft, or upon that

day acthe fartheft, fent to the Confpira-

tors, at a Meeting appointed by them, to
know their _Refolgtltion s ‘and-finding they
would not adventure without farther Pre-
paration, Conveyed himfelf fecretly into
Hblland, to'avoid the Danger he might be
in by a Difcovery. 2 -
His withdtawing himfelf from their
Councels did not Difcourage them from
Purfuing their Defign, onely made them
more Cautious ; Whereupon 2a' new
Couricel was appointed of 'Six Perfons
that were to have the Chief Management
of Affaixs, in ' Order toa General: Infur-
réion; bya Correfpondency with' their
Partyin Scotlind; and feveral Countieshqf
this




ibis Qur Kingdom. And becaufe aCore
zefpondency by Letterswas thoughe dan-
gerous, it was, held neceflary - thar fome
Perfon fhould be fent into Scotland, "vo In-
witg the Heads of the Difaffected Party in
thar, Our Kingdem,; to,corne hither; under
pretence of Purchafing Lands ini (Carolinas
Bug, intruth, to Concert with them the
beft Means  for carnying (on the Delign
Joyntlyinboith Kingdoms 2 .And 2 Trea-
ty was thereupon had with drchibald Gampt
bell late Ear) of Argils; alyeady Actainted
of  Trealon, who ' demanded . Thirty
thopfand Pouads: at firfk ;- Bue afrerward
Agreed to accept of Ten thoufandipounds;
for Buying of Axmis in Hellwd, andi ma-

ing other Proyifionsneceflaty for a Re-

ellion withinQur Kingdom: of Scotland.
.-In the faid; Coungcel of Six: it was Der
bated, Whether the: Rifing inthis Kingr
dom,fhould be fistin Our City of London,
Fﬂ#ﬂm,, byreafon, of 'the vaft Numbers
that; might readily Unite,) they thought
they mighr eafily: Mafker' the Guards, 6f

rather
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rather in fome remote parts, whereby We.

(hould be under a neceffiry of fending

Our Guardsto Supprcfs them, and there-

by the Rifing in Our (2id City would be-

come more Secure and Fffeétual : But at

laft ic was Refolved, as moft convenient,

That it fhould be in all parts at the fame -

time, left Our City might be Defended

by the Militia thereof, - without the help

of Our Guards, which We might {end for
the Supprefling anyginfurretion in the
Countrey; And they did all difpole
themfelves accordingly, for the Compal-
fing their Defign, which was very near

taking effe&t.
But fuch was the abundant Mercy of

Almighty God, while they were yet me;
ditating their Execrable Mifchiefs againft
Our Royal Perfon, Our Dearéft Brother,
and the Government; 2 Difcovery was
made unto Us by one of the Accompli-
ces, on the Twelfth of Fune laft ;5 “fince
which time We have ufed the beft Means

We could for the Detecting, and Pre-
C vention




vetition of (o' Helliftva Confpiracy.

Buit fo ivhas hapned, thatdiversiof the
€onf(pirators, having notice of Warrants
Iffited out for their Apprehenfion, are fled
fromy Tuftice's Vig." Fames Duke of, Mons
mouth, thé Lotrd ' Melvin, :Sit Jobn Cochyane,
Sit Thomas Armeftrong, Robert Fergufon, who
was the Comman Agitator Enttufted by
all ‘Parties in the feveral .Confpiracies,

Richard  Goodenongh, Framcis - Goudenongh,

Richard Rumbold gghe Malcltexry William
G{umbald hlS Bl’o-thel‘l, qa_t'cbm'd Nﬁ’lfl)t)l‘f’,

- Nathdniel Wade, ' William -~ Thompfony, Fames

Burton, Jofeph Elby, Samuel Gibbs, Francis
Charleton, Fofeph Tyley, Cafteers,
A Lobb, -both' MNon-
Conformift ' Rreachers;” Edward Norton,
Fobt Row, Fobn Ayloff, and Jobn Atbherton.
Ford Lotd Gray being Apprebended,
made his Efcape: out of: the hands of 2
Serjednt'at Asms; and Arthir late. Earl of
Effex, being Committed to the Tower for
High Treafon, Killed himfelf.
g gnieeQ ' Ochers

]




(19)

Othets have been Takenand Commit-
ted toCuftody) dome of whom, 7iz; the
Lord William Rueffel, Thomas Walcot, William
Fone, and Jobn - Rowfe, have upon their
. Trials' been :Conyiéted, Attainted, and
Executed according to Law. '

This We thought fic. tomake known
to Qur Loving Subjects; that<they being |
fenfible)V(as W e.ared)oof ithe; Megrcy of
God in this great Deliverance, may Chear-
fully and Devoutly joyn with Us in Re-
‘turning Solemn Thanks to Almighty
God for the fame.

For which end We do heteby Appoint
the Ninth day of September next, to be ob-
ferved as a day of Thankfgiving 1n all
Churches and Chappels within this Our
Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales,
and Town of Berwick upen Tiweed, in fuch
mannet as {hall be by Us Dire&ted, in 2
Form of Prayer with Thank{giving ,
which We have Commanded to be pre-
pared by Our Bifhops, and Publithed for

that purpofe.
{Xnd_




And it'is Our Pleafure, That this De-
dlatation be Publickly Read in all the faid |
Churches and Chappels, as well on Sun- |
day the Second of September next; as up-

onthe Day of Thank(giving aforefaid. [ \

Given at Our Court at Whitehall the Eight
and twentieth day of July 1683. In the |
Five and thirtieth Year of Our Reign.



At the Court at Whiteball

This 27th of July 1683
| o

By the Kings moft Excellent Majefty;
and the Lords of His Maie[’cies moft
Honourable Pivy Coungil.

IT i this day Ordered by His
Mjefty (Conncily That this
Declaration be fortlwith Printed, and

T“bbﬂ?ﬁ (L‘

Prit, Loy
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