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ECHES OF
Thomas VWentvvorth, '

Late AR LE of Strafford,and Deaputy of

IRELAND.

The one in the Tower, the other onthe
" SCAFFOLD on Tower-Hill,

May the 12™, 16 47,
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\His [peech iuthe Towertothe Lords, before hewent to execution.

et Tght Honourable, and the reft,you are now come to convey
3 P )@ meto my death, Iam willipg to dye, which is a thing no
g9 more than all our Predcceflons have done, and a debt that
3% our Pofterity mult in their due timedifeharge, which fince
it canbe no.way avoyded,it enghetheleff® to befeared “for that which
is common toall, ought not tobe intollerableto any : It is the Law
ofNature, the tribute of the fle(h,a remedy fromuall sworldly cares and
traubles 5 and to the truly penitent, a perfedt pathto bleff=dnefic.
And there is but one death, though feverall wayes unto it : mine is not
naturall; but enforced by the Law and Inftice : It hathbeene faid that
the Lawes vex only the meangr fore of people, but the mightic are able
to-withftand them: it is not fo with mee, for to the Law I fubmit my
flfe,and confeffe that I receive nothing but juftice s for he that politike
-.%/ intendeth good toa Common. weale,may-beealled a jult man; - but
cthat pra@ifeth cither for his owne profit, or any other finifter ends,
may bee well termed a delinquent perfon; neither is delay in punifh-
ment any priviedge for pardon, ‘And moreover, Tingenuou(ly confefle
x?"ith (icero, That the death of thebad isthé fafety,of thegooed that be
alive,

Let no man trufteither inthe favour of his Prince, the frind-
fhip and confanguinity of his Peeres, muchleffein his owne wifiom
and knowledge, of whichI ingenuou(ly confeffe Lhave beene too con=
fident, Kings, as they are men before God, fo they are Gods before men,
and I may fay with a great man once inthis Kingdome, Had 7 [frived
20 obry my God as faithfullys as I [onght to homonw wy King diligensy I had

Sood, and wor fall-n. Moft happicand fortunate is that Prince, whois

as much for his juftice feared, asforhis goodnefle beloved : For the
greater that Princes are in powerabovepther, the more they ought in
}crt::ic toexcell other ; and fuch isghgRoyall Severaigne whom I late
Kkrved,

For my Peeres,the correfpondence that T had with them during my
profperity, was to me very delightfull and pleafing,and here they. have
commiferated my ruine, T have plentitully found, whai for the moft
generous of them) Limag boldly Gy, thoughthey havedetefted the fadt,
et they have pitied the perfon delinquent ; the firft in their Joyaltic,
the laft in their Chayty = ingenuoufly confeffing, that neverany 1Ug"
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waited an by envie, neither hath it any Frivilcdge againft infamy,” T¢ -

is held to be the chicfe part of honour, fora man to joyne to his office

and calling, curteficand affibility, commiferation and pity : for theres

by he deaweth to him with a kind of. compulfion,the hearts of the mul«
titude.. But that was the leat p

: art of my-ftudy, which now-makes
me call to mind, that the greater the perfons ate in authoritie, the foone
er .tth are cateht in any delinquency, and therr fmalleft erimes are
thought to be Capitall,the finalleii fpot kems great in the fineft linnenj
and the lealt flaw is foonelt found in the richefk Diamond. But high
and Noble fpirits finding them&lves wounded, grieve not fo much at
their own paine and perplexitic, as at the derifion and feofts of their ¢
nemy : but for mine own part, though I might bave many in my life, I
hope to find none in my death,

Amongft other things which pollute and contaminate the minds of
great fpirits, there is none more heinons than Ambition, which is el
dome unaccompanied with Avarice : Such to poflefle their ends, care
not to violate the Lawes of Religion, and Reafon, and to breake the
bonds of Modefty and equity, with the neare(t tyes of Confanguinity,
and Amity; of which as I have bin guilty, fo'I crave at Gods hands
forgivenef>. It isa Maximein Philofophy, that ambitiousmen can be
never good Countillours to Princes; the defire of havmg More is come
men to great Lords, and a defire of Rulea great caufe of theis Ruine, .

My Lerds, Iam now the hopeleffe Prefident, may Tbetoyouallan
happy example : For Ambition devoureth gold, and drinketh bloud,
and climbeth {o high by other mens heads, that at the length ip the fall
itbreaketh its ownneck : therefore it is bettter to tive in humnble cone
tent, than in high careand trouble : For moreprecious is want with

onclty, than wealth with infamy : = For what are we but meere Vae
pours, which inaferene Element afeend high, and upon an inflaxt,like
Smoake vani(h into nothing : or like thips without Pilots, toft ip and
owne upon the Seas by conttary winds and tempefts. Bat the good
bosbandman thinkes better of thoft eares of . Corne, which bow down,
and grow crooked, than thofz which arc [traight and upright, becaufe
is affiired to finde more (tore of graine in the one than 1n the other.

This all men know, yet of this, how few makenfe: The defe@ whera -

of muft be now my paine :

may my fuffering prove to others profit.
For what hath now the fa

vour of my Prince, the femiliarity with
my Peeres, the volubility ofa tongue, the {trength of my memory,my
lzarning, or knowledge, my honours, or Oifices, my power, and poe
tency, my riches, an treafure, (all thefe the fpeciall gifts.borﬁ of Na~
thare, and. Fortune } what have all thefe profited me 2 . Bleflings I ac-

knowy-,







my high'minde could not beconfined’ within thie fpacious compatl of

two Kingdoms 2 But.my houre drdweth on, and I concludé with the
Plalmilt, not ayming at any ongwan in particular, but fpeaking for alf

in generall : How long will you Judges be sorvupted ? how long will yee.ceafe
to givie tewé Judgensent 2 &e. Bleffed is the man thas doth s walkein the
Gouvcell of the wicked, nor Sandiy the way of finners, nor fit in the feat of
the [cornefully therefirethey fhoall wor Stand in the Indgemeut, nor finners in
the affembly of the righteous,cbc,
About the houreof 12. a Clocke the aforefiid Lord of Strafford was
conveyed to the Scaffold on Tower-Hill,where was a Court of Guard
onade by the {everall Companies of Souldiers of the C ity of London,and
the hamlets of the Tower on each fide as he paffed to the Scaffuld:before
marched the Mar(halls men to make way, then the Sheriffzs of Lone
dons Officers with their Halberds; after them the Kings Guard, or
warders of the Tower ; Next came one of'his Gentlemen, bare headed,
in mowrning Habit, the Lord Strafford following him clad in blacke
cloath, with divers others in the fame habit, which were his atten-
dances then the Lord Bifhop of eArmagh, and other good Divines :
with the Sheriffes of London, and divers honourable parfonages,
~when he came to the Scaffold, he there (hewed himfelfe on each fide
in full view toall people, and madethis (hort fpecch, with as much
alacrity of Spirit,as a mortall man could exprefle, viz,
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The EARLE of Straffords laft Speech on the Scaffold,

#22Y Lord Primate of Ireland, (and my Lords, and the reft of
g thefe Gentlemen )itisavery great comfort for me to have
_ Kour Lordfhip by mee this day, in regard I have beene
LGS Knowne to you along time, 1 fhould be veryaglad to ob.
taine fomuch filence, as to be heard a few words, but1doubt I (hall
not,my Lord, Icome hither by the good will and pleafurc of Almigh-
1y God, to pay that la& debt I owe tinto finnz, which is death, and b
the bleffing of that God to rife againe through the merits of Chrif
Tefus to eterpall glory: 1 with
beene heard, my Lord, it 1 might be fo much beholding to you, that I
might ufe a few words, I (hould take it for a very great courtefie: my
Lord, I come hither to fubmge g0 that judgement which hath paft
a_gainl't me, I doe 1t witha very qui:t and contented mind, Idoe freciy
forgive all theworld, 2 forgivene(k: that is not fpolken from the tccrlcrl
eutywar

I'had beene private, that I might have




teleneseteness;
The trucff rcfatlon of the Earle. of

, ‘Straffords Speeeh on the Scaffoldon
o Tower-bill before he s belteaded,
‘ May x2.16471,

Together with his deportment befareandies shie e of

; e xecntiin,

V4 Y Lord Primate of Ircland > and my
4 ‘ e fLords, anid the reft of thefe noble
e N Genrlethien, Teisa preat comfort to

i é},“ - metehave youb Loramips'by me this

7 WS day, becanfe T have beene knownerg
youalong time, aad nowdefire

i

I .VL }
( @ be hieard a few
words: . . -1 Lo :$02 10T G2
Lcome here: my: Lords to pay'my Jaft debt to
M finne, which is deaths and, through the mercies of
' God, 10 rife againe in eternall glory.

- My Lards, if Froayufe a.few words, T fhall take
it 352 great consteficifrom you T am come here iy’
otds, to fubmit to thejudeement tha is paffed a-
gainft.me; kdoe it with 2 very quiet ‘and contented
mind; Tdo frecly forgivesall the world,a forgivenes’
| not fromithe teeth ontwards (as they fay) bur from
! my heart 5 I fpeakiit iin: the prefence of Almig
©od, before whom I ftand , that there is not a dif *

A2 pleafing




_-__f_z_-'j = —— — = .

lealing thought that arifach in me againft any man;
_,--Il)mmk‘é God% Iay truely, my _cenfaggnqe bgyars me
. witnefle ; that in all‘t‘h’c*%onourl had ta ferve his |
“Majefty; Thad not afy intention in my heare, bue |
. did aimg ar the joine and individuall prof; perity of |
:theXing'and ‘his pcolplc' » althongh it be my jf} hap |'
t?f?c mifcanftraed: 1am notthe firf ian thae hath
fuffered inthis, kinde, . itis a cominon portion that
befalls'men in this life rithcous judgement (hal] |'
be hereafter ; herewe are ubject tq errors and mif~
Judging one another, - SRS
" Onething T defire that I-might be heard, and do
hope that for Chriftian charitics {ake I fhall bee be-
leeved: That Iwas fo farre from being againft Pa.
liaments , - thas T alwaies |did thinke Parlizments in
England 10 be the bappy conftirutions of the King-
dome and Natioa,and the beft meanes under God,
to make the King and his peoplehappy : As for my
death I doe heereacquitall the wor] i'and befcccg i
God o forgive them : In particular,l am very glad’
his Majelty)concejves ane mot metiting' o fevere
20d heavy 2 punifhiment . as theutmofh exccution :
of this leatence, Tdog infinitely rejoice int, and it -
thexmercy, of his,and doebefeech God toretartc to
him the fame ,  thathe may finde nietey wheh hice ! ;
hath moft need of.jit.l wifh this Kingdomie all profe.
perity. and happinefle in the world s Idid it living,
and now dying it is my withy, /i 10 {12911 0b § Hir
Lrod ] profedls Beartily; and do bumbly recom=" 0
mend it to veu, and withitha every mam would”

Jay-
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;'laﬁ‘_his hand on his:heast, andseopfiderterioufly,
w

cther the beginning off the peoples happinefle
fhould be written in letters of blood, I feate the y
‘areinawrong way ; 1 defire Almighty God; that
nroonc drop of my bloed: tifeup in judgement g
gainlt them, L have butpnosword more;and thavis
Aormy Religion. 1,02 il 10 ncilg <0
My Lo: I doe profeffe my felfe ferioufly; faith.
tully, andtruly, to bec an obedierit fodtd of - the
Churchof Eagland :; in that Chivisch [ was bogie
‘and bred, inthat Religion Thavedivéd,and now in
thac I dye; profperity and happinefle be ever to it
It hath beene faid I wasiaclined to Popeéry ; if
itbean ebjeéion worth the anfrering; devmicfay
truly from my-heatt; that fince the timothar 1 wag
a1.ycares of age,unto this day,going on 49.ycars,’
Intverhad thought or doubt of the truth ofithis
Religion, narhad ever.any the boldneffeto {ugy
geft to me theidontrary (to my beft remembsance,y
& fobeing réconciled tothe mercies of Chirift Tel
{us my Saviout,intowhofe bofome T hope fhorily '
tobe gathered,to'enjoy cternall happiriefie, which
fhall newer have etid. " Fdelife: hearily ‘to bfore
iven of every mangif any: rafh or unadvifed word
Iaiath pafled,and defireall your prayers s and fo my
Lox farewell,and farewel] all things in this world.

- The Lord ftrengthen’ iy faieh; and' gives tie edm- !
fidenceand affurance in themerits of Chitift Jefus |
Teruft i God wee fhall allimeete to tive ereraal-
ly: in; heaven and méeﬁge the‘dccomplithment of

3 all
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< dithappinefi’] - wheve avery teare fiall bee wiped
&onh:gglrm. and ﬁd’i‘!’g eht flom our héag;:
Andfo God bleffe this K‘:"n’glﬁmm and Jefuis have

mercy onvmyfoule, b T e
Thertuming himfelfe about, hee falured 4] the
‘Noblemen, andtecke folemneleave of all confi-
iicll;a;lble perfons on the Scaffald ;" giviag theny his

pand ;) e

1 Andaften that hee faid, Gentlemen, Fwould &
My praiers | dnd Tintteatiyou: allito ay with'mee,
a0d,for e, then-his: Chaplgine 1aid ‘the: booke ot
Common praicrupon the chaite before it s heé
knceled downe , onwhiclihe praied almoft aqua-
tepofamhopre ; then: hee praigd, as long-or longer
Withauta booke; and-ended with the Lords praier's
then: fanding: wp: he: fpies his bugther Sir: Geange
Wrentworth, andicalls him to him, and {aich, brothier
we mufk parr) tememberme to-my fifter, and to my
Wifes andrearry: mybleffing tomy:otdeft fonre,and!
dharge him fronxme; thiae héefeare Godiand cons
tinue anobedient fonne of the Churchof Brioland 5
andthat he: thoyld: approve himfelfe ataithfull fub-
Jeb¥to the King;-and tell himithithe fhould ot have: |
any private grudge oriievenge ‘towardsany conces:
ning:me;nd: bid him beware thathe medle ot with,
Chuyeh livings,for that will prove a moth & eanker:
to him.in his eftate, and with himi ro conteno Him{glf
to bea fervant to his country; as a Juftice ofipeace iy
his County., andnot aimirig at higher preférmenits’s
“any-my: blefling alfoto) my daughtery mme ardy -
' : Arrabella,
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and defitayour prayers; 4nd fo my Lords favewel farewell alt things of thie
world, Liord fiyengthen my faith; give me confidence and aflurance iy the
meriss of Ghvilt Tefus. Idefive you that Jou wowld be ilent , and joyne in
Prayerswith'me, and forme s and I traftin God that we Ball 4) meet, and
bive erernallysn Heaven there to receive the accomplifoment of a/ happine(fz,
where every teave [ball be wiped from owr eyes; andevery [ud thonght froms

oter hearts i And fo God bl thisKingdom aud Tefus bave mercy upos my
Sawle, ' |

FICIS.
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