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Trueand ful R elation
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Of'the Commons Houfe,
Decemb. 6.8~ 7. 1648.
As allo,
A trueCopy ofa LET T E R lately
written by an AGENT for the ARMY in Parss,
dated 28 of Novemb. 1648, to a Member

of the faid Houfe, a great Creature
and Patriot of the AR m v ;

Clearly dffco'vfri?zg,
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ings*do drive on and promote the Jefuits and
Papifts Defignes, tothe fubverfion
of Religion,Parliament,Monarchr,
and the fundamental Laws
and Government

of the

KINGD O M
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Atrue Narrarive of the Officers and
Armies forcible feizing and [ufpending of
divers eminent MEMBERS of the Commons

Houfe, December 6,& 7. 1648.

e He Officers and Councell of the Army, be-
7 ing difcontented with the Votes pafied in
| the Commons Heufe upon a long and ferious
X Debate (which continued all Munday, and
Munday night laft, till Tuefday morning about g of
the clock) tothis effect, That vhe Kings perfom was remo-
wed out of the Ifle of Wight by the Genera's Commind, with-
out the knowledg or confent of the Houfe. And, That theKings
anfwers to the Propefitions ef both Houfes uponthe Treary,
were 4 [ufficient groand for the houfets proceed vo the [etrle-
ment of a fa{imd wel-grounded Peace. On Wednefday,
the {ixthof this inftant December,1648. placed ftrong
Guards of the Army (as well Horfe as Foot) inthe
Palace yard,Weftminfler-hall, the Court of Requefts,
and in the ftairsand Lobby leading tothe Gemmons-
bmfe, where Col. Pride(whocommanded the Guards
that day) Sir Hardreffe Waller, and other Officers, vio-
lently {e1zed upon divers Knights, Citizens, and Bur-
{les of the Commons houfe in the Parliament ftairs
and Lobby, asthey were going tothe Houfe, to fit
and difcharge their duties there, and by plain force
thruft and carried them prifoners into the @ueens-
Court, notwithftanding their open proteftations of
breach of Priviledgof Parliament, without having any
warrant for fuch commitment but their Swords, or
afsigning any caufe at all but their own arbirrary wills:
and there kept them prifoners under a fireng Guard
denying them liberty of accefs to the Houfe, thia o
A 2 the
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they defived. Mr. Edward Stevens and Col. zirch being
gotten into the Houfe before their {eiz ures,were cal-
led to the door by feared Meflages feac'to them by
the Officers, under other mens names, and there {ci-
zed on,and violently pulled out of the Houfe,though
they cryed our to the Speaker to take notice of the
porrid force upon them ; and {o were haled thence
Into the Gueesns Court 5 Harry Martin the Horfe. itealer,
though in actuall R ebellionagainft the Houle, and
tormerly ejetted out of it, being in the mean time
admicted to fit as a competent Member, The Houfe
being informed of this ftrange vielence offered to
their Members by thofe who profefled themfelves
their Servantsand Protettors, fent the Sergeant of the
Houfe to the Rueens Court, to demand  the Members
there detained, and required their attendance in the
Houfe :, Which Meflage, though delivered, was dif-
obeyed 5 wherewith he acquainting ' the Houfe :
Thereupon the Houfe fent the Serjeant forth with
the Mace, tofetch away the imprifoned Members, but
the Soldiersand Officers violently kept: him back at
the Door, and would notfuffer him to_execute their
cormmand, | Hereupon the Houfe refolved rot to pro-
ceed till thefe Members were reftored 3¢ yet notwith-
ftanding the O fficers ftil proceeded to feiz more Mem.-
bers,askc'ncy cameto;or went fromche Houfejcarrying
them all Prifonersto the Coure atorefgid. About three
of theclock in the afternoon, Hugh Pdder with a fivord
by his fide, likeq boifterous Souldier came ruthing in
to {ee the Prifoners, and take a lift of their names, by
order fromthe Generall, ashe alledgeds where fome of
the Prifoners demanding of him, by what authoricy
they were thus imprifoned and kept from their ducy he

anfwe.



anlwered, By the power of the Sword; and returning thi-
ther {oon after, he releafed Sir Benjamin Ruddier and
M. Nathaniel Fiennes (as he faid) by the like power of
the Sword.

Night drawing on, the Prifoners defired the Capt.
who guarded them, todefire Col. Pride to fpeak with
them, to the end theymight know by what authori-
ty, and for what caufe they were thus detained by
him, being Members. The proud Colonel returned
this Anf{wer, That he had other imployment for the
prefent, that he could not wait upon them. Soonaf-
ter Hugh Peter and fome other Officers acquainted
them, that they {liould all be removed to Wallingford
Houfe, where they fhould have all fitting accommo-
dations provided for them, and where the General
and Lieut. Gen. would come and {peak with them,
and that Coaches were provided to carry them thi+
ther : upon this aflurance, the Prifoners went all
from the Queens Court to take coach at the Lords [Fairs;
where Coaches attending them,in {tead of being car-
ryed to Wallingford Houle as was promifed and ex-
pected, they were flayed at the back-gate ot Hell, (a
common Vi¢tualling- houfe fo called)and there thruft
all into the common dining-Room, and after that

tranflated into two upper Chambers.. Whenit grew -

late, Sir Rebers Pyeand fome fix more were offered li-
berty to go to theirlodgings (beingmeer) upon their
" paroll,to appear before the Generalthe nexs morning : who
conceiving it inconfiftent with the Priviledge of Par-
liament, and a prejudice to their Caufe, refiifed to
give any other paroll, then to appear in the Houfe
the next morning 3 which being notaccepted, they

were all inforced to remain in Hef that night, moft of
them
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‘them having no other beds to reft their heads on
(though ancient and infirm, and Geotlemen of Ho-
nour) but the floor of the Room, and Benchesand
Chairs : yet they patiently underwent this affront
and durefle in Hell it felf (culled out of purpofe to put
ameer fignal brand of contempt and infamy upon
them and the Parliament)reading and ﬁnlging Pfalms
to God,{pending moft of themght in Difcourfes and
walking, without taking one minutes reft or fleep. It
wasa very {ad {pectacle to fee fo many eminent and
Honourable Members of Parliament {o uncivilly and

and accommodations to their Prifoners. The Provoit
Marfhal(under whofe cuftody they were un worthily
put as Malefattors) was foathamed oFthis difhonora.
ble ufage, that after fome conference concerning i,
he repaired tothe Generalto White- ball, to acquaint
him withit, and receive his further Order.

The next morning (being Thurfday) the Prifoners
expelting the iffue, he returned tothemabout 11 of
the clock,and acquainted them, that it was the Gene.
rals pleafure they fhould all wait forthwith upon him
and his Councel of War at White-Hall, where he defj.-
red to conferr with them : whereupon, they were
prefently putinto Coachés and carried to Whire. Hall
like Traytors or F elons, with ftrong Guards of Horfe
and Foot attending them, and there brought into the
ngs_Lodgmgs faﬁing, and tired out with warchin
the night before : where arriving about 12 of the
clock,they expetted a prefent Anfwer. But our new
Grandees and great Councel of the Army took fo

much
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much Royal State upon them, astomake them wait
their leifure til it was night before they vouchfafed
to fead t_hem any an{wers at which time,di{daining to
call the imprifoned Members in, or tohonour them
with their more them Lordly prefence they fent out
3 Officers to acquaint then with this dilatory anf{wer,
Thatotherintervenient affairs of great concernment
were now in agitation before the General and his
Councel,fo asthey could not admit themto their pre-
fence that night,as was expected ; and that the Gene-
ral and hig Councel, for their better accommodation,
had given order that they {hould belodg'd at 2 Inns
in the Strand, to wit, the Swapand the Kings Head, for
that night, where they fhould receive from them the
next morning fome Propofitions t2 b conlidered of.
After which,the Proveft Masfhal taking the names of

thofe who were tobelodged at the Kings Head, and

lift of thofe who were. to be condutted to the Swanm,
carried them-all prifoners to the {aid Inns thorow the,
{treets in the dirt on foot (except fome6 or 7 ouely,
who were lame and aged)with a Mufketier attending
upon every one of them in particular, and a {frong
Guard marching before, behinde, and on one (ide of

them, like fo.many Traytors and capital Malefactors,

to the great admiratioa and difconteat of all perfons
wel affe@ted to the Parliament, and joy & rejoycing
to all Malignants, Papifts, and Cavaliers, who, had they
been conquerors of the Parliament, counld not have
ufed them with more rigour, {corn and di{dain then
thefe pious Saints and Grandees of the Army have
done, before they have attainted them of any parti-

cular crime or breach of trufts whereof the whole:

Kingdom can declareall or moft of theminnocent..

Being_-,
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Being brought Prifoners to the faid Tnns, theyhad

{trong Guards fet upon them, and a Sentinel at every
chamber doorall night. Thus dothefe new ufurpers
of a morethen R egal and Tyrannical power,trample
upon the Members of the Houfe of Commions (their
former Mafters)as if they were no better then the dirt
10 the ftreet 3 and to exs {perare the comon fomldiers a-
gainft them, have flandered the imprifoned Mimbers,
to be the only détainers of their pay 5 whenasnone
ofthem ever fingered one penny oftheirm()neys:aﬂd
1fany Members be guilty of fuch a crime, it muft be
thofe who have molt relation to the Army, and pro-
fefle themfelves their greate(t friends.

Thut{day morning the Officers and Army guard-
ing the Houfe in the fame manner-as on Wednefday,
{fome of their Officers {ta nding at the Commons door
with a Lift of Parliament mens names in their hands,
demanded every Members name as he came to the
door to enter the Houfe,and thofe whofe names were
1 their Lift, they forcibly excluded the Houfe, and
turned down the’ ftairs, though they earneftly pref-
fed for entrance: and fome of them acquainted the
Speaker by Letter with the high affront and breach
of Priviledge 5 ‘but could finde no redrefie, the Offi-
cersadmitting onely fuch who were not in the Lifk «
About 40 Members ‘were thus forcibl yexcluded; but
not imprifoned s onely Mri Gewen ‘'was feifed upon

Y oneof Col: Hewfons Officers, carried prifener to
the Queens Court, and from thence to white-hall to
the reft ofthe imprifoned Members, whowere there
attending upon the General and his Councel : This
day the Great Con queror Lieut.Gen.Cromwel enter-
ed the Commons Houfe, and received thanks for his

greag



great fervices, which had been n?ore Honourable for him to re-
ceive in a full and free Houfe, then in an empty and forced ; the
Houfe ( by reafon of the reftrained and excluded Members, with
others driven away by this horrid violence ) being not above' 8o.
in Number, having formerly refolved not to proceed cill their
Members were reftored, and the force upon them removed ; af-
ter fome debate and oppofition the Houfe was divided vpon
this Queftion, whethcr they thould now proceed or not ? which
was carryed in the affirmative, 50 voting in the affirmarive, and
28, or 30. in the negative, that they {hould not; who prefently
left the Houfe, moft of them refolving to come no more till
the Houfe and Members were righred ; chis done , to abufe
and mock as well God as men, they appointed Friday for a fo-
[emne Humiliation, to be kept in that Houfe, noc to expiate the
Armies open violation of their Priviledges, force and breach of
Faich, both to God and the Parliament, which had been com-
mendable, but to procure a bleffing on the forcible and unparlia-
mentall proceedings, for the fubverfion of Monarchy, Religion,
Lawes, Libertics, and three Kingdomes in 2 moment : dethro-
ning and beheading the King,and definheriting his Pofterity, and
introducing a popular Anarchy and Tyranay nnder the power
of a perfidious Army , worfe then any flavery under the great
Turk : The Lord humble them in good carneit for thefe crying
fins and creafons, and either convert their hearts,or confound all
their creafonable deftructive devices of this kindywhich will ren-
der them infamousto ‘the prefent and all future Generations,
and bring them unto fpeedy ruine, notwithftanding all theix
prefent ufurped pdwer. It is beleived by divers underftanding
men of great experience, that the Jefuits have faid this plot,and
fomented thefe diftempers in the Army, by the Agitators,fome of
them being Jefuits, others Anabaprifts, leavened with Jefuiticall
principles§ who over-reach the honeft-minded and plain-hear-
ted Chriftians in the Army by their fpeciall pretences of Juftice,
and fpeedy fecling of the Common-Weale, but in fuch a way as
will bring all to fuddain confufion, and make our three King-
domes a prey to the Popifh party ; and our forraignPopith ene-
micés, who will make Bonefircs of joy in Traly, Spasn, France, ITre-
Jand, and othes forraign parts for this unparaleld force upg:
' B t
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the Houles; and the defignes of the Army now in profecution.
~ Friday morning the imprifoned Members cxpectd a Meffage
from the Generall and his Councell, according to promife; but
they received none, fuch s their dilacorinefle and fidelity in point
of promife; onely one came with a m eflage from the Generall to
Sir Robert Harley to this effe, that be might go home to his
houfe, and continue there, fo as he would give his word not to
oppofc the prefent a@ings and proccedings of the Houfe or
Army, vagying in his expreffions ; at which Sir Robert defired
time to advife with his fellow prifoners, being a matter whnc.h
eqaally concerned them ; the like offer was fince made to Sir
Jobn Merrick,, by whichit isapparent , that all thefe prifoners
crime is onely the difcharge of their duty, in oppofing the pre-
fent defignes and actions of the Army, to fubvert the fundamen-
tall Lawes, Liberties and Government of the Kingdome, and
the ancient forme of Parliaments ; for which treafon Strafford
& (anterbury lol their heads by judgment of this vecy Parliament.

By all thefe paffages, compared with the Armies late Re-
monftrance and Declaration , it is moft perfpicuous to all the
Kingdome,

1. That the Officers and Army have offered far greater vio-
fence to the Priviledges , Honfes, and Members of Parliament,
and acted more towards the diffolution of this prefent, and fub-
verfion of all future Parliaments, then ever the King or, his Ca-
valicrs, the Gunpowdertraytors, Germyn ot Percy gid; or the
Reformadoesand London, Apprentices did, whom yet. the Offi-
cers and Army declared againft, and profecuted as Traytors,
though they ncither imprifoned nor kept #ack any Member
from the Houfes. .

2. That they have violated their Coyenants, Oaths, Trufts,
and folemng ingagements to the Parliament, City, Country and
Kingdome, in ashigh or higher degree as ever the Kipg and his
evill Counfellors, did, in invading the priviledges, forcing the
Houfes, imprifoning the Members of Parfiament , and indeavou-
ting by open foree to fubvert the fundimentall Government,
Lawes, I-lefUFS and Caltomes of the Realme, and the Andcient
frame and bfmg,- of Parliaments, for defence of all which they
were raifed, and covenanted to fight for and maintain,

YIarsd 0t ahn SR, That..
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That they have ufurped a far greatér and more dangerous at-
bitrary and tyrannicall power, over both Houfes of Parliament,
and thei- Members, and over the perfons and eftates of their fel-
low-Subjects, then ever the King,or the worlt of his Counfellors
did,and chat under the feigned pretences of prefent neceficy,and
common fafety,of which they make themfelves the only fupreme
Iudges,not the Parliament, as the King did in the cafe of Ship-mo-
ney : and therefore they muft eitherj ﬂ_lﬁi? oracquit the King &
his parry from all thofe charges & obje@ions againft him in cheir
late R emonftrance, for whichthey prefle the Houfes in point of
juftice, both to depofe and execute him as 2 Traitor to the Com-
mon-wealth, or els incur the felf-fame crime and guile, and fub-
je@ themfelves to the fame judgment and execution, which they

defire to be inflited upon Him and His,

T he names of the impr%.ned Members.

Sir Robert Harley.

M. Wheeler. Col.Ed.Harley.

M.Lane. M.Swinfen.

Sir Samuel Luke. M.Crew.

Sir Thomas Soame. M.Ed.Stephens.

‘Sir Be njamin Ruddierd. M:Buller.

Sir Richard Anflow. Sir Gilbert Gerrard.

Sir Robert Pye. M.Gerrard, :

Sit Anthony Irby, M. Nath.Fines. | .
M.Clement Walker, Sir Simon d’ Ewes.

M.Wilfiam Prynnc, ' Sit William Lewes.
M.Bunkley. : Sir Iohn Clotworthy.

Major Generall Maffey. Lord Wenman.

Sir Walter Erle. Colonell William Strode,
M.Greene. Commiflary Copley.:
Colenell Birch, M.Vapghan of Exéter,
"M.Boughton. Sir Harbottle Grim{tone,
Cofonell Leigh. M.Prifley.

M.Henry Pelham. M,Gewen feized vpon Thurf
‘M. Drake. _day. . I ‘
Sir William Waller. Sir Henry Cholmley feizéd ac
Sir John Merrick, his lodging, and fent prifo-
Sir Martin Lifter. ner to the Crowne.

»
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Pldl. 55. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.

For it was not an enemie that reproached me, then T
could have borne it 5 neither was it he that hurted me,
that did magnifie himfelfe againft me, then Tcould have
hid my felfe from him. But it was thou, a man nmne ¢~
quall, my guide,and mine acquaintance. We took fweet
counfell together, and walked unto the houfe of God in
company. Let death feize upon them, and ler them goc
downe quick into hell: for wickedneffe is in their dwel-
lings, and amongft them. As for me, I will call upon
God: and the Lord fhall fave me. '

A true Copie 6f a Letter written by an Independent Agent
for the Army, from Paris in France, to an Independent
Member of the Houfe of Commons, a great Creature and
‘Patriot of the Acxoy.  Extracted ont of the oviginalls

Deare § :’r,

Was exceeding glad to receive the Do&ors lines, that

intimated your recovery from that diftemper that had
{e1zed npon you; I doubt not but it had chis effect upon
you, to let you fee; whar 2 fraile thing ourbodies are, and
what need we have'to be fure of ourbuilding not made
with hands, referved in heaven for us.

Iam at prefent. (praifed be God) indifferent well ; the
placewhere L am, in refpect of all outward accommoda-
tions, very well agreeing with me, and very much excee-
ding England, onely defeive in this, that I cannot find
a M.Weftrow, nor Doctor Stanes here, to make a bofome-
friend 5 and yet in thatitis not alcogether fo barren as 1
did, and you may well imaginc ic: I am fallen into che
acquaintance of three or foure Catholzkes of very great in-
genuity, and in theit way of much Religion : andoubredly

: e it




(1
it is an ervor to look at all Paiz)ﬁ: throughthe [ame perfpe-
&ive , for they are more tobe di wenced then Englifo Papifts
<anbe. 1 find their opinion of, and dependence upon the
Pope, little, or nothing wharwe imagine it to be, and bet-
ser principled tomake members of a Commonwealth,then the
moil Englifh. Their oppofition te the King i not 10 be recon-
ciled s their hopes are now #pos the Army, to whom they wifh
all profperity, as to the [etling of a Reprefentative, being ex-
tremely difbafb.d with Regall heredisary power throughout the

world.
It {feems my Lord S4y hath undertaken to ‘procure a

Paffe from the Houfe for Six Kellam Dighy to come over
to England s he is not, according to your rule , a Delin-
went,, but it feems came over into France by the Houfe of
Communs Lisence, acquitted fromany crime. Let me de-
#ire you when it comes to be moved inyour Houfe , give
irthe beft promotion youcan one would think a bufi-
nefle fo reafonable fhould find no oppofition: But?o fucke
aconflitution as you are of, mo mancan tell what is veafonable.
He never was in Avmes, and 1 believe, can cafily anfwer
any thing that can be objeced (fave his Religion) why
he fhould be from under Scqueftration. Let me intreac
you tofpeak o as many of your acquaintance as yoy ca,
That when it comes to be moved, it may not be repulfed.
T could heartily wifh youand Mis.We/trow,and the Doitor
had a good occafion to bring you OVer into France(if {0)
1 fhould not think of returning into England whileft you
ftayed. 1haveno moreat prefent, but my own and wifes

beft refpeéts to-you and Mrs. Weftrow, 1 remaine,

Paris, 28. Novemb.
1648

Your very affured friend,
"'4! B .
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By this Letter it is apparent,

That the Jefuited Papiftsin France are in {uch oppofi-
tionto our King for his compliance with his Houfes of
Parliament to feetle the Kingdome, and extirpate Maff¢
and Popery, that they arenot to be reconciled to himsand
therefore indeavour to depofe and brinz him to executi-
on, and difipherit his pofterity.

That their hopes to effe this their defigne againft,and
execute this their revenge upon the King , are now bpon
the 47my, to whotn they wifh all profperity. -'

That they foment , and profecute with' their prayers
and advice, the Armies new Modell for fetling of a Repre-
[entative in Parliament, of purpofe to diffolve this prefent
Parliament, (which hath a&ed o much againft them and
their Popifh Religion, and is now giving it its-finall and
faall blow, if they and the King fhall clofe ) and to fub-
vertall Parliaments for the future, for feare of falling inte

“the like danger by chem.

That Independents, and friends of the Armyhave a far
better opinion of Reman Catholikes , then Englifh Prote-
flants; as being better priucipled tomake members of 4 free

Commaonwealth then they : And therefore are more likel
to favour, and clefe with Roman Catholikes; then Engly
Proteffants, in carrying on their new defignes, exprefied in
their lace Remonftrance,

That the Fefuires and Roman Catholikes axe extremely di-
Pafted with Regall hereditary power throughous the world,
the onely obftacle to their defignes, infubverting the Pro-
teftant Religion, and waking all Kingdoms meere vaffalls
tothe Popeand Sea of Rome s and therefore the Officers
and Army in profccuting their Remonftrance , and new
intended Reprefentative, and fubverting Regall heredita-
ry power, do moft apparently carry on noughe clfe bﬁm

the
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the very Jefuites and Roman Catholikes Interefts and de-
ﬁgncs, and accomplifh their defires , either wittingly or
willingly, as acting by their principles, if not counfells,
and aiming’ at their very ends; which is high time
for all wife and well-affeéted Proteftants both in the Ar-
my, Parliament and City, and our three Kingdoms, moft
ferioufly to confider and prevent the imminent ruine and
deftru&ion even of our Reformed Religion it felf,and our
hereditary Monarchy, the prefent and all fucceeding Par-
liaments ; our lives, Liberties and Kingdomes , all now
drawing to their fatall period, by the heady violence, tre-
chery and difobedience of that very Army, which hath
been raifed, cried up,and trufted upon too much, as their
owely Saviours, for which God in juftice may now make
them their principall and fudden deftroyers, unlefle both
they and we repent.

FINIS.
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