The College of Wooster

Open Works

English Historical Library of Wallace Notestein Special Collections

1646

Mr. Peters Last Report of the English Wars : Occasioned by the
Importunity of a Friend Pressing an Answer to Seven Quaeres.
Viz. . Why He Was Silent at the Surrender of Oxford. li. What He
Observed at Worcester It Being the Last Towne in the Kings Hand.
lii. What Were Best to Doe with the Army. Iv. If He Had Any
Expedient for the Present Difference. v. What His Thoughts Were
in Relation to Forreigne States. Vi. How These Late Mercies and
Conquests Might Be Preserved and Improved. Vii. Why His Name
Appeares in so Many Bookes Not Without Blots, and He Never
Wipe Them Off. Pubished by Authority

Hugh Peters

Follow this and additional works at: https://openworks.wooster.edu/notestein

Recommended Citation

Peters, Hugh, "Mr. Peters Last Report of the English Wars : Occasioned by the Importunity of a Friend
Pressing an Answer to Seven Quaeres. Viz. |. Why He Was Silent at the Surrender of Oxford. li. What He
Observed at Worcester It Being the Last Towne in the Kings Hand. lii. What Were Best to Doe with the
Army. lv. If He Had Any Expedient for the Present Difference. v. What His Thoughts Were in Relation to
Forreigne States. Vi. How These Late Mercies and Conquests Might Be Preserved and Improved. Vii. Why
His Name Appeares in so Many Bookes Not Without Blots, and He Never Wipe Them Off. Pubished by
Authority" (1646). English Historical Library of Wallace Notestein. 20.
https://openworks.wooster.edu/notestein/20

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections at Open Works, a service of The
College of Wooster Libraries. It has been accepted for inclusion in English Historical Library of Wallace Notestein by
an authorized administrator of Open Works. For more information, please contact openworks@wooster.edu.


https://openworks.wooster.edu/
https://openworks.wooster.edu/notestein
https://openworks.wooster.edu/specialcollections
https://openworks.wooster.edu/notestein?utm_source=openworks.wooster.edu%2Fnotestein%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://openworks.wooster.edu/notestein/20?utm_source=openworks.wooster.edu%2Fnotestein%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:openworks@wooster.edu

3
s
e

=
-
2
S
z
<
-
=










T ——— S N s - !
-

| SRS ERRRT DenT W

= M- PETERS o 4
3 ; 3 o
3 Laft Report of the %
¥ ENGLISH VVARS,

ot ol 1 w : ,
35 Occafioned by the importunity of 5 2%
2% Friend Prefling an .#n/wer to Seven Quares.  3C
g:g Viz. 2

R L Why be was filent at the S urrender of Oxford. g%
% N1 What be obferved at Worcefter 4 besng the laf} 1§i§

e T owne in the Kings band. g
%’g L11. What were beft 1o doe with the Army. 2%
¢ |LV. If be bad any expedieny for the prefent diffe- 3G

f'g <  yence. 3G
¢ |Ve What bis Thoughts were in relatisn 1o Forreigne ;g
2 States. $ 3G

3% V1. How tbefe late Morcies and Conguefts mighs b 3
B prc_’/érwd and z‘mprowd. G

o3 : - . &
g%, VIL ‘:F%V/beu wame appeares in (o many "Bookes not *3“%
'@—g 4 \L iaazjbmftb—lgtr,hnd be never wipe them offc ;‘é‘
- ¢ s RN SR G S ——t — Qe
8¢+ Publifbed by Anthority, 38

Wk, £ BREP 503 2 Dy e S, e R T o
B LONDON g .
8% Printed by ez, 8. for j | k

K3y Henry Overton, and are to b Ep
: . 3 ¥hity o - e (OI N
at his Shop in Popes- Heay >[/e]. Sy d s

'ng.v R o R O ot
%mmmmw&mmm«. #







(3) :
333808850 80800084: 58888308888
S R T e e
M:. Prters Laft Report of the
Englifh W ARRES.

e

geaees Our importunity hath prevailed, and I
&~y couldwifh my 4#[wers to your Queres
@<t might gaine this with you that they are
4| rather fent to pleafe you then my felfe,
% {34 whofe knowledge lies rather in the
=== Hyffop on the wall then the Cedars of
Lebanon: 1aflure you I would now goe home and
know miy felf, and ftudy it throughly, Nam mifer ille
quz motus nimis omuibus ignotns moritur fibi,

Firft, In that you beard not from me upon the fur-
render of g xford, I heare fo much of it on both eares,
and the diftance was fo little from Losdon,that I for-
boreto report that to you, which you might have
beene an eye-witneffe ‘of at fo little charge and
trouble : onely let me be your true informer, that
you had nothing committed then by ours, that had
not its rife from integrity and frithfulnefle to the
State, accompanied with fuch skill, as the Lord was
pleafed to difpence ; and let me tell you, men upon
the place (in fuch cafe) can better judge,then lookers
on afarre off, I hope you will not lofe by that bar-

A2 gain




(4)

gaine in the end, though it feeme for prefent an ilf
penniworth.

Secondly, For worcefter, I am forry fo little js
fpoken of it, where {o much worth and gallantry ap-
peared, and indeed I cannot remember whete | have
feene fo much done in fo thort a time 3 where, when
that valiant'Commander of Horfe Colonell Whaley
had done his duty, and with the helpe of Countrey

forces had blockt up part ofthe Towne; foure Regi-
ments of foote under the command of Colonell
Rainborow came, and raifed works within Piftoll fhot
oftheir royall Sconce and the City, the Enemy play-
ing upon themwith Cafe- (hot out of Sakers all the
time, wherein Lieutenant Colonel] 2r/de, and Lieut.
Colonell Ewers had a chiefe fthare 5 whereupon the
Enemy accepts of thofe Propofitions. you have
feene : Mafter Richard Salweya Member of the Houfe:
who was of our Councell in this Worke deferves
well of his Cotintrey and the Kingdome for his
wifedome and faithfulpeffe many wayes : and truely [
wifh Colonell Rzinborow 2 furable imployment by
Sea'or Land, for both which God hath clpecially
fitted him, foraine Stares would be proud of fuch a
Servant : I Préached it worcefler at our comming in,
and afterwards, and did obferve 2 doore opea to the .
Gofpell! el et :
Tam now fally 'fafished with the Anfver of my.
many many Petitions that T might live to fee this.
day, this bleffed day, and the Iaft towne of the Ene-,
miesitaken : Tam thinking whether to goe a few dayes ,
more i this Vale toadmire what I have feene upon

Earth,
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Earth, and then dye, that I ma praife him as he
would be praifed, who hath founded mercies for his
fervants, and brought forth deliverance to miracle
throngh fefus Chrift. I finde our Souldiers general-
lyin the old forme, rather wondring then boafting,
admired by the Enemy for their gallantry and
Condug.

Thirdly, Your demand about the difpofing the
Army, is not fo proper for a private Pen to ingage
10 5 yet this I may fay,that other Natioas in ‘our con-
dition would thinke, it they lookt round aboit
them and within them, the disbanding an Army (if
trufty)ought not to be aworke of hait : when the feas
are down in €agland, thinke the piflage uato rveland
willbe eafier, and if we €an maintaine 2 defenfive
warrethis Wianter, [ truft the Spring will igvite ma-
Dy overthither : onely Iwifh the Ezglifl a good Ma-
gazine ofall things, and that they would attend two
things inthe Ir:/h warre befides, viz. not to {pend
tine about Caftles and Forts, but to become Mafter
ofthe Field : and fecondly, tobarac up the Enemies
provifions every where. Thewild 2+ and the Zndézx
doe not much differ, and therefore wouldbe handled
alike : yet Icould tell you a more excellest way's In
the meane, if thefe faithfull Commanders were in
Garrifons (without any defigne be it fpaken) you
have alwayes an Army ready, the privare: fouldier:
will &il] runto hishonet and well-kuo 1 Comman-
der ; yea, fo firmethey are,that if theic Officer {hould
Le changed, I beleeve thofe fouldizrs mut be preft'to:
ftay with others.

A 3 Briefely,,
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Bricfely, this I fay to your Queftion, that this
Army was hardly gorten, and | with it may be as
bardly disbanded ; if you have no prefent imploy-
ment, were I perfwaded that forein 'thrcamings
were in earaeft, { wifh this Army might be fent to
encoucter them, and teach Peafants to underftand
liberty, and Iwould not doubz butto fee good fruit
of it foone, [would rather our men thould live upon
their wine, then they upon our Beere: It is one of
the grear intercfts of this State to keepe warre at di-
ftance : Feare ‘not that Army whofe Commanders
(like Samuel ) canaske any County or Towne where
they have been whofe, Oxe or Afle they have taken 3
never fewer complaints, nor many men of fuch quali-
ty,wholedefigne is onely to obey their Mafters: vz,
The Parliament, the flighting the Army is their mo.-
ney, triumphant chariots would have broke our
necks.

Fourthly, Whereas you defire fome expedient ro
the difference : I affure you the queftion inhand: and
the Lord walking in the clouds towards us, itis no
wonder we walke in the darke among our felves. And
truly it woundes my foule, when [ thinke rre/sna
would perith, and England continue her mifery
through the difagreement of ten or 2 0. learned men
butif youwill pardon and pitty my folly, I will fate
the difeafe, and then we have half, won the cure.
Toomit the three common enemies that befoole lear-
ned and unlearned, noble and ignoble, Gentleman
and*Peafant, I meane the fleth, the world, and the
devill. You fhall find our ; Firft and maine mifchiefe

lies,
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lies in our fpirits, which are now made fo keene 1ad
thorny, thatthey cannot be touck’d but by a paire of
iron gloves, could wee but conquer each others
fpirir, wee (hould foone befoole the divell, and
his Inftruments : to which cad [ could wifh we
that ase Miniflers might pray together, iftharean-
not be, letus. fpeake together, eave and drinke toge~
ther, becanfe if F miflake not,, eftrangement Dbath
boyled us up tojealoufie and havred.

2. Let us much ftudie; hold forth, and rejoyee’
in what we agree, as pleafe our felves, and grieve
othersinwhatwe differ, our animofities may cof-
tent our felves, but wrong the Gofpell. :

3. Let us remember Englasd, as it wasnevercon-
queredbut by fadtion, forit.can neverbe ruled: bur by
love ; the fame Lafk will not fit an Enghfk and a
Scoti[b foote; they come not fuddenty’ vowhat they
enjoy, and therefore thould give Exgland a liotle brea«
thing over what is-propounged,, Io will betheir mer-
cy to'keepe what they have,, and: our to be growing
up to what we, defire..

4 An.evill ligsinthis,, thae weunwillingly: drive
Onour encmies defignes: Rarnevelfinlaid- hisi Proje
Upon an drminian bottome, and: fo made Religiona
ftalking horfe to hisPolirick ends.

5. ~Leb the prefent Church-governmens goe'or,
and walke foftly and tenderly; let thofe: that lon-
ied for it improve it, & valeat quantum Ualere poteff :

Ctathers that. are god by knowrit'mayhelpe; av leatt
to liew ftone, znd {quare:timber foramore gloriouy
b“lldmg,. tobring, from @ne extreamitia toanother,
Godufeth his owne-media:onely; violence beco meth

not




(8)
not Saints : In Popifh times the Clergie had not the
coercive power, but fubjeéted the civill mzgiltrare
to doe their worke; [ with the State keepe a good
bolt upon that doore: I am confident the chiefe
meancs to greater an err'or.wxll be by‘ violence and
oppofition, when flighted it dyes.’ Coales blowne
~get heat. and ftrength, negleéted grow cold. 1 wih
every one might be feverely punifhed that fpoke a-
gainft either Presbytery or Independencie tj] the
eould define that aright, 'and diftinguifht about them.
and ‘their wayes, themIbeleeve we ftole hvee alium
filentium; :

- Laftly, men are not in their proper worke, which
excentrick motjons produce many things tncouche -
I need'not particularize,but when I fec the langui-
fhing perithing conditions of many Counties, tho-
rough want of preaching I muft be bold to fay to
wrangling is none ‘of our proper workc; ‘I gllgnk we
might doe God 'morefervice in Sturdic afid Pilpits,
then in waiting at great mens doores, and wotkin
them up to their felvifh interefts.” T could dde thap "
we take caufam pro nom caufr, we put our'troubles iip-
on {¢chifmaticks,;ind opinionifts, and never ateend che”
true caufe : There may fhottly be agreat chanige in
the Nether.Lands, but you thall finde the caufe not
in the barmeleffe eArabaptifts; wheteof there are
{warmes, but in fome Héfpaniolized Statefmer.

Fifthly,: Your demand of my ‘thoughts ¢f E Ag-
land in order tq forraigne States, I anfiver with, a
wilhywizo That forthwith we ‘might [‘1avc7‘{f6mé: :
choife agents fentout'as twot6 Swedén, twoto the

: Cantons
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Cantors our % ,
4nd fo'to other ﬁrtg as we fee caufe, and thefe ac-
companicd withaManifeft of Gods gracious dealings
with this State, letting them to know we omitted
this wotke in our mifery left our friends might
feare us for beggers, but now being upon an even foot
with them, we letthem know our condition, and how
teady we are to owne them againft 2 common ene-
iy : everyman in this Nation _retending to foul-
diery upon good experience. This being done, and
our Navey in its true Ezg/ifb beauty, 1" wouldnot
doubt but others may be as glad tokfiow an Englifh
man, as we defite acquaintance with them. And if
our back-doore were well fhut at home, how might
Euphrates be dried up I meane the #weff Indses and che
Eaft too offer themfelves to our dﬂ:otidn. Let us
ftill remember the fupport of Trade'is the ftrength
" ©f this 1/lnd, difcountenance the Merchant, and take
begpery by the hand. This is the mifery of England
Whgg:ﬁ others. are beate into flavery, they are apt fo:
be complemented into it.

Other Kingdome"s and COUI)t"I’iéS are themf()re
rerrible te us, becaufe we are fo lictle terrible-to:
whem: Were wenor more effeminate then onr Pre-
deceffors in Queene Elizaberbstime,T know not s
three Kingdomes fhould doe lefle then one ; you fee
we can fight if we muft, T dare undereake if yOu can.
finde worke abroad, irwill nocbe tard to finde men s

may ¥ were exfic to finde both, if we wereagreed at
Bothe’s What you heare of 2 conjuncion betwéen

the Prince of wales artd his Lieutenant Generall she-
Duke of Zorvayse' with fome promifes from his
' ’ C Uncle:

ood friends , two vto the 7‘(”"""&”‘.15;‘
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AUncle Bavarianced nottrouble you, the Daxes and
‘Saxons never maftered this Jfland by power, but by
our home-bred diltempers. To prevent thofe feares
TJet £7glifh men keepe to their proper Interefts, and
Scots to theirs, and 1 know not why we might not
march into Bavarés and Lorrayne before they come
untotis, and makethem payallold Arreares. Imuft
confefle Tam divided between Zrelsnd and the Pals-
t1nate, onely I quiet my felfe in this that we may
doeboth, :

- Sixthly, Touching the preferving and improving
the Conquefts and mercies: Ionely commend unto
you thefe few rules. v

1. By the fame meanes the mercy is gained itmay
be preferved, ifmen, yea good menwere infirumen- -
tall in the one, they muft be inthe other; confide
when you fec reafon to confide: thy friendand thy
fathers friend put price upon, be that loves you and
your Countrey may be trufted to conferve what is
wonne:towhich adde praying, and beleeving, for in
all thefe God hathappeared : I wouldas foon credit
a garrifon toa knowne honeft godly Exglifb man,
differing from me in his opinion, as all France being
moft Catholicke truft it felfe to their Proteftant
Leaders.

2. Walke plainely in your Counfells, God needs
no mans lyes to carry on his worke. Commonly
thefe eArcana Imperis are ruina populs, let your yeabe
ye2, and your nay nay. God preferveththe fimple ¢
Doe but obfervethe Hiftorie of Exrope, and you fhall
finde thofe admired deepe fet counfells of men

mingled |
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mingled with {fo much fleth, have proved but graffe.
113+ If England be now a conquered Kingdome,,
we cannot have much to begge of a conquered ene-
my, and therefore I could with all markes of flave-
ry mightbe taken off, and fince Gad hath invefted
uswith our almoft loft liberty, let itbe our care
that after ages may not fay we conquered our felves
Into a new {lavery.

4. Becaufe notonely our felves, butalfo the wi-
feft of our late enemies confeffe the influence  of
the City is fuch, that we could not have wanted i,
and therefore their higheft defigne now is to make -
it royall, you may remember how willing I was
once to have made a match, my weakenefle was fuch
that 1 did not ftudy whether both parties were well
agreed, and my fimplicity kept me from thinking
of a Corrivall, yet now I pray improve your In-
terefts, and let London. know that if they thinke a
Pacliament fits the quieter by being fo neare them,
fo I thinke when the Parliament doores are fhur
Up at weflminfler, their fhops will bardly ftand open
at London:1fthe clafhing of fwords cannot be heard,
yet «death clinching up their windowes by.the in-
creafe ofthe- plague calls for fomething. :

5¢ Jufticewillexalt and maintaine a Nation, [

- wifh they might be firlt (harersin it, that firft:ad-
ventured their cftates and lives’y had:the Citizens
remon {trated moreabout their debtsdue,-and leffe;
about their, wills ; they might had ‘more-thankes;;
and (itmaybe) by this time fome might havekept:
Orphanes from their doores, that crie for the mos
bir A B2 ‘ ney
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mey lent to fupply the States ufe; he thatwill ride 2
free horle to death, may in timebe fparring a dull
Jadetono purpofe. And for di@tributive Juftice,
let it be impartiall. Two things may breake the
Axle-tree of any State, viz. Firft, Oppofition to
knowne truthes, or flighting thac Religion in the
purity of it, which we owne in mixtures, and inng-
cent blowd notwiped oft by the hand of Jufice, A
State may ftand vpon any frame of Goveriment,
it faftened togetherwich Juftice, Chatity, and In-
duftry, the onely upholders of that ﬂourilhing
Neighbour-Nation the Netherlands.

Laltly, Becaulc E sgland is devout, and Religion'
of one kind oranother carries moft prevalency,and
that this Nation aéts generally upon religious ap-
prehenfions, above any I know,therefore that which
}gath been our wound muft be our cure (preachin
and Predchers I meane) the Gentry muft be bafe;anﬁ
{othe Parliament unfupplyed of good members
the common- peoplewill wor hip any dunghill-god,
the City is full of blacke iniquity, if reaching be
negleéted: how long therefore thall T'intreat fome

~ three or foure Itinerary Miniders in a ‘County? E-

vangelifts went out before Churches were fetled,

how eafily mightthe Land be {in fome meafure) re-

duced to ‘God, and-their owne civill Interefts, if
provifion was laidit*of thiskinde » but youw wil]
object we have above nine thoufand parithes, and
not 2 thoufand able men : I anfwer, you fee the
need of Itinerants, and fecondly, VWhy maywe not
follow the prattife of other Reformed Churches »
, ' & and
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and gatherup godly youthsout of thops, and fend
them for improvement fomewhere, why not a Col-
ledge of Oxfgrd fet a part to that ufe ? aud if men
cannot anfwer the narrow examen ofan Affembly,
why might there notbea Committee to judge of
fome competency in fome men for the prefent to
fer.d out, tgough they fhould fall thortof Arts and
Tongues? Jobn Alajco was a Baron, yet in Edward
the {ixts time, you may fee what Churchworke he
did :why not learned godly Gentry, Lawyers, that
mightbe fpared fome ofthem, phyficians, & c. im-

loyed this way ? teaching’ their tenants were 2
gettcr Trade, then rackin% of Rents by fome of our
Gentry. How ripe have I found Hesefordflsive and
worcefierfbire for the Gofpell, and ‘many other
Counties? Helpe Lord !

To the Queftion’ concerning my felf [anfwer,
Lam at prefent upon a good Study, ever how to
want what the Lord is not willing to give : I am
turning my cheeke to the fmiter : I have been think-
Ing to anfwer fixe or feven Pamphlets that name me
either envioufly or difgracefully, but yer remaine
doubring. The Lord rebuke Satan. I fée (with Ze-
_ remy ) though I neither borrow nor lend, &, yet
this may be my portion. T uft fay, if either in
Dogtrine or Pradtife I have £MBdLthe time is fiot
yetwhercin any Brotherina waydf God hath dealt
- withme :apd if my different judgerent offend any,
my Anfwer is, that with much expence of money
and time; with diligent  inquiry “iifto’ ‘reformed
Churches, I have taken paines to fatisfic my felfe,

Ig 3 and
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and remaine now where Lwas for fubftance fifteene
yeares fince, refolving by thavexperience to keepe 2
window open to more light and truth, though
fcoftand flighted ; my care hath beene to acquaips
my felfe with the moft learned and: godly-in the
Countrey where I eravell, firft Iived about fixe
yeares neere that famous Scotchman Mr. Jobzn Forbes,
with whom Ltravelled into Germany,8& injoyed him
in much love anid fweetnesiconftantly, from whom I
never-had butlineouragement thovgh we differed in
the way of our Churches.Learned Amefins breathed
his laft breath into my bofome, who left his profef-
for(hip in Friezlandto live with me becaufe of my
Churches Independency at Rotterdam, and charged
me often, even to his death, {o to look to it, and if
there werea way of publik wor(hipinthe wor]d,that
God would owne it was that :he was my Colleague
and ‘chofen Brother to the Church wheré I was

an unworthy Paftor : and I thanke the Lord fucha

Church it continues to this daysthat truely I {lighe-
ly tooke up nothing in that kind, nor did I lofe all
my {even yearsbeing in New Englandamong(t thofe
fasehfull, learned,, godly brethren, whofe way of
worfhipif wee profefle, it will not be groundlefle
when their Writings afxamined. But to thofe
Printed Scribles a mekmay provide fhortly
2 more fatisfa infwer, where I may plainly
‘charge home u and: unworthy paflages upon
the Awnthors ; #0ugh I know, Bt facsre 9 pati fortia
Chriftisnorum eft. Now the good Lord whohath led
Caprivity captive for us, fundueus to himfzlfe; and

grant.

l
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grant that in thefe toﬂ‘m% tumbling, foaming Seas
we depart not from our rinciples of Reafon, Ho.

nour, Liberty, much lefle Religion which is the
rayer of |

S1a

Your Friend five fuco,

HvGu PETERS,
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and chofen Brother to the Church wheré I was

an unworthy Paftor: and I thanke: the Lord fucha
Church it continues to this daysthat truely I {lighe-
ly tooke up nothing in that kind, nor did I lofe all
my f{even yearsbeing in New England2mongft thofe
faschfull, learnéd;, godly brethren, whofe way' of
wortthip if wee profefle, it will not be groundlefle
when their- Wrritings affexamined. But to thofe
Printed Scribles a mekmay provide (hortly
2 more fatisfa infwer, where I may plainly
‘charge home u and: unworthy paflages upon
the Avothors ; #ugh I know, Es facsre 7 patifortia
Chriftionoyum ¢ft. Now the good Lord whohath led
Caprivity captive for us, funduens tohimfzlfe; and
oReits) | grant:
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